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1. What we value in an MICDS education
In the many expressions of appreciation for the school’s principled dedication to 
educating the whole child, four key aspects of enduring value emerged from the 
discussion:
• Academic rigor tailored to the needs of the individual student
• Variety in educational approaches grounded in neuroscience and research on learning
• Curricular and co-curricular experiences designed to develop personal qualities and 

community values
• Diverse perspectives represented through curricula and the make-up of the community
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2. How we build on MICDS strengths and continue 
to shape students who are exceptionally prepared 

for advanced study and beyond

The second part of this brief suggests areas of focus and implementation that 
emerge from an analysis of the full Jam, across all topics discussed. We first address
which skills and character traits merit focus, and then how MICDS, as a community, 
can build those skills and traits effectively.
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Thank you!


