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English Translation:

The pandemic is called COVID-19. Because COVID-19 is very serious, many people in many different places have died, so
our lives have changed. For example, when we talk with other people, we wear a mask. In addition, we don't have large
gatherings, and we don't go out to restaurants. Although these changes are strange to most people, we don't want to be
careless. For school, it is also very different. During one week, the 12th and 11th grades go to school, and then the next
week we are home for online classes. | think it makes sense, because if there are fewer people at school, then it will be
more safe. In addition, if students don't want to go to school, they can do online school every week. In school, although
we wear masks, we like to talk to our friends, play sports, etc. Because very few people have been getting sick at school,
I think this decision is also very safe, but it is a bit difficult when we do school at home. | think each class has different
things that make it difficult. For example, in math classes, doing some work on paper and some work on the computer
can be a little bit inconvenient. | think talking to each other is very important in every class, but it is especially important
when learning Chinese. When I'm in zoom, | think people are more quiet. It may be because they are tired, it may be
because they are doing something else, or it is because they have a quiet personality. For me, when we are all talking, it
is easier to learn. In Chinese class, talking with people helps me learn new vocabulary, grammar, etc. Also, it helps to
remember older vocabulary. | am very happy that after spring break, school decided that we can go to school every
week, instead of some online classes at home. Nevertheless, we must continue to pay attention to our safety, because if
many people get sick after spring break, not only will it be very bad for people's health, but we might also have to do
online classes. The impact of this pandemic has been very serious, but as long as we continue to be safe, it will end

soon.
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English Translation:

My favorite place to travel to is Japan, specifically Fukuoka. | went to Fukuoka during the summer two years ago; it was
very pretty, the scenery was amazing. There were a lot of stationary and foods at the train station, so | bought a lot of
pens and ate several famous Japanese desserts. Because | love sushi, we went to eat Salmon sushi after shopping. |
really want to go back to Japan, but the Coronavirus is very serious and many people are unable to travel. If things get
better in the future, | plan on traveling to Japan again.

This spring break my family went to Chicago because my mother wanted to go to the Asian supermarket to buy
groceries. It only takes about 4 to 5 hours to get to Chicago so it is very convenient. St. Louis also has several Asian
supermarkets, but my mother thinks that they don't have a lot of items and the meat is not as fresh. Chicago also has a
lot of Japanese, Chinese, and Korean restaurants. We usually go to a Sichuan restaurant and eat spicy chicken, but this
time we went to a Japanese restaurant to eat sushi instead. Although the fish in Chicago is a bit expensive, it is very
fresh and tasty. | think quality is very important, so the price isn't as significant.

This summer break, | plan on going to Korea to see my grandfather. Since he lives in Busan, | always go to the beach to
eat and have fun. There is a market next to the beach and people can buy a lot of things and eat Korean food. My
favorite food from the market is Kimchi fried rice and Korean-style beef dumplings; the prices are cheap, so people can
try out a lot of different foods. Additionally, the market has a lot of dessert shops like ice cream shops, rice cake shops,
cake shops, and many more.

Overall, I'm happy that we can travel this year, but we need to be careful of the virus, wear our masks, socially distance
ourselves, and wash our hands.
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English Translation:

One day, while | was eating food at home, my friend from Hong Kong gave me a call that said, “Hey Alex, you want to go
to Tibet this summer and teach young monks English?”. Initially | was shocked, but | thought it was a great idea. My
family and | loved the idea so much we went along with it.

That summer, | took a plane myself from St. Louis to San Francisco, then my friend and | met in Beijing. My friend and |
went to middle school with each other in Beijing, so we were familiar with the environment and had lots of other friends
to meet in the area. Because we loved Beijing so much, we stayed for three days before departing on our journey to
Tibet. On the fourth day, we took a flight to XiNing in QingHai province, as there were no direct flights from Beijing to
YuShu (the city our monastery was in). Despite being a rural city (rural cities typically have worse food than urban cities),
XiNing’s cuisine was amazing; we enjoyed many great meals there. While in XiNing, | feared our journey to YuShu, as my
Chinese wasn’t very good and | was afraid | would be an inadequate teacher. After 3 days in XiNing, we took a plane to
YuShu. As soon as we arrived, over 20 monks came to the airport to greet us and cover us in Hada scarves. Seeing so
many people at our arrival shocked us; we felt like celebrities. After some time, as we drove to the monastery, the vast
scenery in YuShu left a deep impression on me, as there were extremely beautiful mountains and valleys every direction
one looked.
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English Translation:

In America, city schools and rural schools are very different. Because teacher's salaries in rural schools are so low, few
teachers want to work in rural schools. Because rural schools are lacking teachers and learning resources, the quality of
education in rural areas is also not very good, resulting in lower overall math and English scores of rural students
compared to urban students. In the future, urban schools will find it easier to find lucrative jobs, and more urban
students will choose to go to college. Compared with the United States, China has a higher population. Although many
residents in China live in cities, many people in China also live in rural areas. Like the United States, students in Chinese
cities have higher grades than students in rural China because teachers in urban schools have more resources than rural
students, such as the government's budget to the school, family to go to school, school contributions and investment
funds, a better learning environment, more advanced learning tools and resources, including tutoring and accelerated
schools, etc., so for rural students, it is more difficult to be admitted to a university.

Unlike the United States, rural schools in China provide live online lessons. If a student is sick, they can come to

class through the live broadcast of the classroom. Especially now, because of the new coronavirus, more people have
online classes at home. However, many students do not have computers at home because the cost of computers far
exceeds their parents’ budgets, and rural schools do not have enough. Sufficient funds are needed to provide computers
for students. | think in the United States, we also need to provide online education for students who cannot go to
school. If there are students who cannot afford or cannot buy computers, we should provide them with computers. If
someone is willing to donate computers to rural schools, more rural students can take online lessons at home. In the
United States, although schools provide school buses to transport students to school, rural students live far away from
schools. | think that online education for them is a more convenient option selection because | have a lot of friends that
have told me that in the countryside, in order to catch the school bus, they have to get up very early every day. But the
culture of the United States is very different, so for students in rural areas of the United States, going to school online
may have advantages and disadvantages, the online network for all classes is not necessarily a good idea. In general, |
hope that every student, whether Chinese or American, urban or rural, can receive a better education, because a good
education is half the battle for success.
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English Translation:

In this essay, | want to write a little bit about LuLu's cafe. Because | want to talk about Chinese culture, especially
Chinese food. Chinese and American people don't like the same foods. But there are some foods that both consider to
be good. Furthermore, | want to write about how the coronavirus pandemic has affected Chinese restaurants. For
example, some Americans think that eating Chinese food will give them COVID-19.

| study Chinese in school. We have a lot of fun activities in Chinese classes, and my favorite was going to LuLu's cafe.
Generally we go there with 9th, 10th, and 11th graders. Last year, because of the pandemic, we didn't go, so | was
unhappy. At LuLu's, we generally order many different types of food like beef, pork, chicken, and fish, as well as special
entrees like braised beef, steamed vegetables, lots of dumplings, and mochi. | also appreciate the staff; they are all very
nice and knowledgeable, and they always know a lot about Chinese food.

Inside of LuLu's they have interesting furniture, but | don't think many of my classmates notice it or think it's interesting.
| disagree because furniture is very important to the dining experience, since you're sitting on it for a long time. LuLu's
has brown and red chairs, and many of the chairs have red seats on them which are very comfortable. In the middle of
the table is a large turntable which allows diners to pass food around the table without having to reach over each other.

| think LuLu's food is very delicious. | generally like Chinese food, but LuLu's food is on a higher level. LuLu's is my favorite
Chinese restaurant. | especially like to eat their dumplings, as the insides can have both meat and vegetables. Personally,
| think the meat dumplings are better, but that's just my opinion. This year | hope we can go and eat there again.
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English Translation:

According to the University of Denver's Office of International Affairs, the Chinese education system helps students build
a foundation while the American system encourages their creativity. Furthermore, Chinese schools encourage students
to practice memorization so they accumulate knowledge and can understand it. American schools teach students to use
knowledge in society, it encourages them to discuss, disagree and ask questions, come up with ideas,...etc. Last year |
hosted a Chinese exchange student. Both of us were in 11th grade however, while | was learning AB calculus, she'd
already learned AB and BC. Compared to hers, my math curriculum is slow. According to the University of Denver's
Office of International Affairs many Chinese parents believe that for children, the Chinese education system is better.
However, many Chinese students come to America to study after college because American education teaches students
how to use their knowledge in society. Furthermore, according to a BBC article in the Chinese education system the
pressure is really high because doing well on tests is really important, and while many people graduate, they may not
necessarily get a job because they don't have the correct skills to work. However, the high pressure could be because
China has a large population so students have to compete with a lot of people. My parents were born and grew up in
India. Like China, India also has a large population so they encourage memorization. American education also
encourages sports however, according to an article in the Atlantic when playing sports there's less time to study. On the
other hand, according to the BBC article Chinese students study all day to the point where it's unhealthy. In the end,
both American education and Chinese education each have their advantages and problems. Neither is better than the
other.
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English Translation:

Because we had not played for more than a month since the start of field hockey season, our skills were not good. My
eyes and back hurt because we use Zoom for school, and we are sometimes still in the classroom, so students are not
happy. Because we could not play any games, we would often run in practice. Using Zoom | do not get to see my friends
often, so school life as a senior has not been very exciting. Zoom is a little okay because we have more freedom. | can
stand up to move or eat during class.

Because of COVID-19, many people do not travel any more. Before the pandemic, | went to China in the Summer of 2019
with my classmates and friend CeCe. We traveled to Shanghai and Beijing. We got to experience many different cultures
and the Chinese culture is very different from the American culture. For example, China had experienced infectious
diseases before in the past so people in China were willing to wear masks and maintain social distance, but people in
America were not. Americans also put more of an emphasis on personal freedom than Chinese do. The Chinese also
have a really big government, while the U.S. has a smaller government.

COVID-19 has also impacted seniors applying for college. For example, students cannot visit the campuses of universties
and they can’t know whether or not the school has a friendly environment, whether or not they like the campus, etc.
Although students can go to the online tours, it is better to visit the campus in person. Another impact from COVID-19 is
that universities do not require ACT or SAT scores this year. This is convenient for students who usually stress over tests.
Because students do not have to have these exam scores, school grades are more important and teacher’s
recommendation letters. | am very happy that | have applied to my ideal university and will be attending UNC next year!
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English Translation:

Chinese and American culture have many similarities, but also have many different aspects when it comes to a good life
and health. When it comes to differences in food, in China people like to share food and eat relatively small portions. In
general, Chinese people are healthy, while American people like food and enjoy eating a lot, so they are ordinally

bigger especially since American food isn't very healthy, so they end up eating a lot of junk food and need to lose weight.
Of course there are some Americans that pay attention to their diet, so they avoid fast food and eat as healthy as
possible. There is also a Chinese saying that says "Eat a good breakfast, a good lunch, and a small dinner. | like this saying
because it enforces good habits. Generally, high school students end up going to bed too late, so they sleep in later and
don't have time to eat a good breakfast, meaning they won't have enough energy throughout the day. High schooler's
also have activities after school so lunch can't be too much otherwise people will feel sick, so we need to eat a big
dinner. | think my friend's habits are ok, but they don't have good sleeping habits. | do a lot of swimming, so | generally
have to go to bed early. When | get to college, I'll have to wake up early for 8 A.M. classes, so | think my friends should
sleep more so they feel ready.

In addition, Americans generally like to go to the gym to exercise with some people even having home gyms, which is
very convenient. In China the city is very busy so it's hard to go to the gym, so many people exercise in the park, even
the elderly. On the other hand not all Americans love to exercise so their life habits aren't as healthy. For example, some
people will watch sports at home on TV. Whether they're watching games with family or friends, watching football isn't
exercising. Many Americans like to watch sports because sports are very important in America. In China and The United
States health is very important, so we have to pay attention.
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English Translation:
Title: A Story of an Immigrant: My Mother's History of Struggle

My mother was born and raised in Taipei, but when she was thirteen years old, she immigrated to the United States
from Taiwan. She first lived in Kansas City to attend high school, and then she moved to St. Louis to attend college.
Although she was a good student, she didn't speak English at all when she immigrated. Because she doesn't understand
English, every class in school was difficult, not just English class. So as soon as she arrived in the United States, she began
to study English seriously, often recording her own speeches. Then, she listened to her recording and practiced
repeatedly, hoping to have an American pronunciation. After graduating from high school, she went to UMSL to study
accounting, and because she studied well, she graduated in three years. After graduation, she worked for several
companies. Those experiences have led to her most important job as the CFO of SYSCO. Although she values her career,
when | was born, she resolutely left her job, so she can take care of me wholeheartedly at home. Since she immigrated
to the United States, she has faced many challenges along the way. Because she is a hardworking person, she has been
very successful.

In addition to her American life, she usually goes back to Taiwan to visit her family. | have gone to Taiwan with her many
times. We usually live in Kaohsiung, but we have also been to Taipei, Tainan, and Kenting. | like to eat Taiwanese food,
go to the night market, and see the scenery. My favorite Taiwanese foods are beef noodles and dumplings. Also, | like to
take the high-speed train from Kaohsiung to the beaches in Kenting or Taipei 101. For me, | am very grateful for
everything my mother has done for me. For example, she takes me to my activities every day, cooks me food, and she
helps me with everything. If my mother was not this special, | don't know what | would do. | wish my mother good
health and longevity.
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English Translation:
Americans perspective on China Trip

We went to China in the summer of 2019 so we could improve our Chinese skills, see famous places, and meet new
Chinese people. We went to three famous cities: Shanghai, Xi'an, and Beijing. After our 14-hour flight, Ms. Chang told us
that we should go for a walk before sleeping so we wouldn’t get jet-lag. We stayed at Shanghai Foreign Language School
the first night in Shanghai. In this school, we lived in a very small dormitory: one bathroom and two very hard beds. We
lived with exchange students on weekends. My exchange student and | went to the shopping mall, watched a movie,
GodZilla. | asked my exchange student, do you often go out with friends on weekends? He said that he rarely goes out
often because he has classes outside of school on the weekends. | think Chinese students are under too much pressure,
so they are not social enough, which is stranger than Americans. While at our exchange students’ homes we went to
many interesting places with them. Then we went back to school and went to historical sites and Chinese culture classes.
I think some of the lessons were interesting and some are boring. | think Shanghai's architecture is very interesting. | like
going to Shanghai's skyscrapers, Pearl Tower, economic center, and Shanghai tower, because the view is so cool. One
day we went to a traditional courtyard house; not only we did calligraphy, but we also painted. | like painting very much,
but | can't paint well. In addition to sightseeing, we went to the museum. | think the history of the museum was very
interesting, so | took a lot of photos. | felt like a tourist and a foreigner in China, and | was culturally shocked. | think
Shanghai is very cool and it left a strong impression, so | hope to go back one day.
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English Translation:
Americans perspective on China Trip

After Shanghai, we took a high-speed train to Xi’an. After we arrived at Xi’an, we went to the Emperor Qinshihuang’s
Mausoleum Site Museum to visit the terracotta warriors. In the museum, there are two large pits and 8,000 terracotta
warriors. Although | don’t understand our tour guide very well, | think the terracotta warriors are very pretty because
they have many facial features and look very real. In addition to showing us the terracotta warriors, our tour guide also
showed us various historical and cultural relics. However, this day was very hot, so we returned to the hotel early. At the
hotel, we are served a buffet, snacks, and room service for breakfast. In the evening, we walked around the main street.
After, we went to eat dinner at a local authentic restaurant. At the restaurant, we ate Dumplings, Beef, Kung Pao
Chicken, Fried Rice, and Stinky Tofu. The next day, we returned to the train station because we had to board a high-
speed train towards Beijing. In the cafeteria on board, we ate instant noodles and tried chicken feet. Two hours later, we
had arrived at Beijing and our new tour guide was waiting for us. However, there were many passengers so finding our
luggage took a long time. Then we arrived at our hotel in the business district of Beijing. Later, our teacher took us to the
local shopping mall so | ended up buying authentic Chinese clothes and Boba Tea. The next day, we went to climb The
Great Wall of China. The Great Wall of China impressed me because it was so cool and old. On the third day, we went to
the Summer Palace, Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, Temple of Heaven, and authentic tea houses. Unfortunately, the
day went by too quick and the tour ended. Although we had to return to the United States, we want to return to China
because the mystery of China is very interesting.
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English Translation:
American to Chinese Culture Comparison

Americans and Chinese people have many varying differences in culture. More specifically, the differences of
both cultures are in family values, food cuisine, and religious practices. | am qualified for information in this topic
because my family and | are both Chinese, and more importantly, | have a lot of experience with American friends and
families.

The food in American and Chinese culture is significantly different. The culture of American cuisine originated
from Europe, such as pasta and pizza. On the other hand, there are many types of Chinese cuisine, including four major
cuisines, from spicy to sweet flavors.

In addition to the obvious differences in Chinese food, family values also have many differences in both cultures.
Although both Chinese and American families will respect the elderly, Chinese families have different practices. In
addition, Chinese families don’t usually say many love phrases to their families; unlike American families who often say
thank you, | love you, etc.

Furthemore, both Chinese and American cultures are patriarchal societies. Many aspects of equality between men and
women in American society today are much better. However, there are still some patriarchs in China. For example, my
grandmother gave birth to my mother and aunt, but she still wanted a son, so she gave birth to my uncle. The family
culture of China and the United States has improved a lot in terms of equality between men and women. However,
there is still a phenomenon of patriarchy in Chinese families.

Finally, another difference between the United States and China is their traditional festivals and religious practices.
Many festivals in the United States and China are different. Christmas is very popular in the United States, but, in China
although celebrated, is not of much importance or emphasis. Another example, Chinese New Year, is not celebrated in
the United States because American families do not use the lunar calendar. More often, American and Chinese families
worship different gods in different churches.

Although there are many different cultural comparisons between American and Chinese families, both families have
unique and interesting perspectives.
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