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From   Elizabeth   Helfant,   Coordinator   of   Pedagogical   Innovation     
  

9th   Grade   History   -   Completely   overhauled   second   semester   to   make   it   student-centered,   research-oriented   
around   UN   sustainable   goals   and   issues   around   the   globe.   Student’s   had   lots   of   choice   and   very   intentionally   
worked   through   pieces   on   data   literacy,   map/geospatial   literacy,   media   literacy   -   relevance   of   topic   helped   
motivation   and   commitment   to   task-one   measure   of   engagement   
  

5th   grade   History   -   While   completing   her   Master’s   degree   in   Educational   Technology,   Robyn   Williams   
leveraged   technology   tools   to   scaffold   lessons   and   to   add   motivating   gamification   elements.She   made   creative   
use   of   Google   Jamboards   and   Google   Slides.   
  

Lower   School   -   Increased   their   use   of   technology   and   understanding   of   its   capabilities   and   pitfalls   in   the   service   
of   learning   to   better   serve   at   home   and   in-class   learners.   Lower   Schoolers   made   extensive   use   of   Seesaw  
learning   to   post   examples   of   their   learning   in   electronic   format.   
  

6th   grade   math   -   Used   student   portfolios   and   self-reflection   quite   well   to   help   students   self-monitor   and   set  
learning   goals.   In   addition,   Dustin   Delfin   created   an   entire   system   of   standards-based   feedback   for   6th   grade   
math,   using   minecraft   to   engage   students   in   exploration   of   mathematical   concepts.   
  

9th   and   10th   grade   science   -   Use   of   “virtual   labs''   increased   and   will   remain.   Pivot   interactives   allow   science   to   
provide   visual   and   measurable   phenomena   around   which   students   can   ask   questions,   make   measurements   
and   analyze   data   -   worksheet   problems   are   now   more   interactive   experiences.     
  

In   General   -   The   use   of   formative   assessment   and   feedback   increased.   Feedback   became   more   connected   to   
learning   goals   and   more   actionable   and   we   used   more   formats,   like   video   comments,   single   point   rubrics,   peer-   
and   self-assessments   increased.   English   teacher   David   Terrell   allowed   students   who   had   proven   they   could   
write   at   an   A   level   do   their   writing   assignments   without   giving   them   a   grades;   they   received   extensive   and   
timely   feedback,   removing   the   fear   of   “the   grade,”   and   the   formulaic   kind   of   writing   they   were   using.   This   
permitted   our   good   writers   to   explore   their   craft   at   a   deeper   level,   offering   a   variety   of   differentiation   for   
students   working   more   at   a   collegiate-level.     
  

Social-emotional   practices   increased   -   sometimes   intentionally   and   sometimes   intuitively.   
  

9th   grade   science   took   the   lessons   learned   FROM   THE   PANDEMIC,   moving   the   first   semester   classes   to   a   
project-based,   student-centered   format.   
  

5th   grade   math   -   employed   self-paced,   mastery-based   units.   Students   moved   through   content   at   their   own   
pace   with   differentiated   content   for   those   who   worked   at   a   faster   pace.     
  

Library   -   Katie   Voss’   shifted   library   practices   to   support   research   in   a   distanced   world,   moving   to   digital   book   
checkouts   and   to   the   pick   up   stations   that   were   built   and   put   in   outside   the   library   doors.   
  

Upper   School   Art   -   Brian   Purlee’s   ongoing   support   for   Maker’s   classes.   Several   teachers   found   ways   to   allow   
hands-on   art   and   maker   projects   to   continue   -   like   the   maker   mailbox   outside   STEM).   Band   and   choir   found   
ways   to   support   students   to   play   and   to   sing.   Drama   productions   continued.   The   Halloween   parade   of   cars   
physically   distanced   engaged   the   entire   school   community.   
  



Feedback   -   Teachers   made   use   of   the   ability   to   give   video   feedback   on   assessments   and   used   this   to   great   
effect   to   help   create   stronger   relationships   with   students   around   assessment.     
  

Canvas,   our   learning   management   system   was   used   to   greater   capacity   as   teachers   built   learning   
environments   in   digital   format   to   serve   learners   at   school   and   at   home   simultaneously.     


