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The United States began as an idea that became
a reality. Driven by the idea that we could be
citizens, not just subjects, our forefathers
created a new nation. They envisioned a future
that promised something better than the world
they had long known.

Are Americans
fighting for
the right
things?

But every generation must play a part in
building this great nation. America is changing,
and her people face many challenges. Today,
activists across the country work together to
fight for change. They build on our founders'
ideals to improve our nation. 

You will meet abolitionists fighting for the end
of slavery, reformers focused on educational
change, and temperance activists dedicated to
eliminating vice and alcohol. You will learn
about the many utopian communities
developing in our lands, and meet the leading
women's rights activists of our time.

Accelerated US History

Fifty years
after the
Constitution,
what progress
has the nation
made?

Because the United States is a work in progress.
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 While I disagree with these separate domains
I only hope that we all drive towards the one
true goal, towards emancipation of all
enslaved peoples. We cannot wait any longer
on the discussion of slavery, we must act swift
and with justification. The immediate
emancipation of slaves is the only way we can
save our great nation. There shall be no
compensation to the farmers. These slaves shall
be granted the equal rights that all new
citizens of the United States of America are
given. They shall have all the "life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness" that we promise our
citizens. These new citizens shall be
incorporated into our new American way. The
women in our society should be allowed to
participate in abolitionist movements. Only
with full support of our nation's people will our
movement succeed. 

I was able to work with fellow abolitionist
Fredrick douglass. Together we were able to
push our ideals and spread our influence. Our
influence changed the course of our movement
as a whole as we were able to accelerate the
movement. However our disagreement led to an
end to our partnership. I wish nothing but to
see our movement reach its full potential. 

My father left my family when I was a young
lad. I bounced around to different
apprenticeships to try to get my feet on the
ground. I landed an apprenticeship in an
editing office. I then dedicated myself to the
christan religion to purify the sins of our
nation. I joined the American Colonization
Society which I thought believed in freedom of
slaves. However, when I saw they did not
advocate for their rights I disconnected myself
from them and set off on my own journey to
accomplish my goals of emancipation. 

William Lloyd Garrison was born on December 10th, 1805
into a poor family. Due to his family’s less fortunate
status, Garrison took on many apprenticeships. One of
these was a writer and editor. He joined the abolition
movement when he was 25, he is a heavily devout christan
who believes that slavery is a sin. Garrison calls for the
immediate emancipation of all slaves. However, this idea
is a very radical way of thinking and is unpopular even by
fellow abolitionists. Garrison believes slaves can fully
intergrate with American Society, another extreme radical
view. In 1831, he created and published his first edition of
his newspaper called The Liberator. This newspaper while
having a rough start, grew overtime to become the most
popular newspaper displaying anti-slavery literature.
Garrison continues his anti-slavery sentimet by founding
the first Anti-Slavery organization. His party is
flourishing with thousands of members in the party.
However, Garrison's undaunting belief that women should
be allowed to particpate as well as his belief that the
society should not allign itself with a poltical party  to
participate has led to the party splitting. Garrison’s
radicalism however did not end with the creation of groups
and newspapers. When the government began censoring
abolitionist media to the south, Garrison quickly reacted
by protesting and burning a copy of the Constitution.
Many abolitionists believe that Garrison’s radical actions
would hurt the abolitionist movement rather than support
it. Garrison teamed up with fellow abolitionist Frederick
Douglass. Together, the duo began to spread their ideals of
immediate emancipation. This greatly effects the
movement as a whole as many more people are reached
with the ideas that the two have preached. However, when
the two did not come to an agreement wether or not the
constitution was pro or anti slavery, the duo cut ties and
did not rekindle their friendship. The Liberator is still
thriving as a newspaper gaining more subscribers by the
day. 
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I believe American Society to be unjust! The
system of slavery that exists in our nation
cannot proceed any further. The oppression of
our nation's people is not part of our great
lord’s plan. Why should one man hold the
power of another man’s life in his grasp? To
convey my beliefs I worked with my partner to
publish The Liberator, a free speech and free
thinking newspaper. I plan to continue to
publish the Liberator until slavery is not upon
this great nation. 

I am able to spread my beliefs abroad through
my writings to many. Some people may
consider my methods radical, I disagree! Only
with enough pressure will progress be finally
seen. With the many supporters of our
movement I was able to create the Anti-Slavery
Society. With this society we will spread our
ideas to more people so we may grow our
movement. Our newspaper, while only having
3000 subscriptions, paved the way for our
reforms to flourish.  The ideas and prospects of
our forward thinking ideals will push our
country forward toward emancipation. 

Many individuals may say my actions are only
hurting the idea of abolitionism but I believe
that I am only progressing our movement
further. These individuals do not see the big
picture of what this movement requires for us
to succeed. My ideals of having the Anti-
Slavery society affiliate with no poltical parties
drove the society to split up into parts.

William Lloyd Garrison’s Unpublished article to his editor

Biography:
William Llyod Garrison 
Founder of The Liberator Newspaper
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Abolish those X's!

 (The Radical Reformist: William Lloyd Garrison)
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In St. Louis, while visiting a revival meeting
hosted by Rev. David Nelson, who strongly
condemned sin, I finally had an epiphany and
became a convert. One of the sins Dr. Nelson
preached of was the sin of slavery; however, I
did not think much of it then. As my
newspaper progressed, so did my stance
against slavery. I remember, that at this point
in my career, I was in support of sending all
enslaved persons to Liberia in Africa. From
there, I started to publicly condemn the system
of slavery and call for the immediate freedom
for all slaves in the US. I believe that slavery is
the disease that plagues this fine country;
however, the path we must take to rid America
of this plague is one of moral suasion. It would
be far too radical to free all enslaved persons at
once for fear of strong backlash from those
previously enslaved. For me, I found the best
method for effectively preaching activism is
through the newspaper. Writing what I believe,
I have found, is extremely effective in
conveying my beliefs because I can influence
far and wide, finding others who have similar
beliefs to mine. Therefore, for the purpose of
increasing support for the abolitionist
movement, I will continue to practice free
press. Looking back, I believe that my mark
left on the world was not small, yet it is
incomplete. Looking forward, I wish to
strengthen my beliefs as an abolitionist and
advocate for the freedom of press.

 The abolitionist movement is an organized
effort to end the practice of slavery in The
United States of America. Some of the first
abolitionists in America were the Quakers who
used some of the same tactics that the British
used in their own abolitionist movement. In
recent years, the abolitionist movement has
started to pick up momentum and has become a
controversial political issue. An abolitionist is a
person who is striving and making moves to rid
the practice of slavery in the US. However, there
are varying degrees in the belief of abolishing
slavery. Some want to completely and
immediately abolish slavery, but others
preferred a more gradual approach to it. Today,
there are many prominent abolitionists. One
who has much importance in the abolitionist
movement is Elijah Parish Lovejoy. He used to
be a teacher but sought a more fulfilling job in
the field of journalism and; therefore, moved to
St. Louis to become a newspaper journalist and
editor. He often writes about abolitionist topics
in his newspaper columns; however, early on in
his career he made clear he preferred gradual
emancipation. More recently, he started being
more public with abolitionist opinions which is
extremely dangerous since Missouri is a slave
state, and taking a stance against slavery put
him in the crosshairs of pro-slavery mobs.
Because the outcry against Lovejoy was so
severe, Lovejoy was starting to fear for his life
and; therefore, moved to Alton. During his time
in Alton, much resistance has grown towards
Lovejoy and tensions are very high. Once again,
Lovejoy appears to be scared for his life with the
presence of pro-slavery on the rise and many
reports recently show high levels of vandalism
on his property.
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 Today, while reminiscing on my life so far, I
realized that my upbringing has had a large
impact on the ideas I support today because if
it wasn’t for my passion for religion because of
my highly religious upbringing, I would have
not been introduced to the idea of abolitionism.
After a few years of teaching in my hometown,
I found it unfulfilling and moved to St. Louis to
try to bring education to the frontier town,
although my school was highly acclaimed in
several newspapers and doing very well
financially, it was once again unfulfilling so I
sold the school and worked for The Saint Louis
Times to pursue my passion in the field of
journalism, but I finally was able to find a
newspaper with financial problems; however
was a religious paper which aligned with my
beliefs, so I bought it and started writing for
The Saint Louis Observer. Over time, in the
paper, I started to express more abolitionist
beliefs. This, however, would later prove to be a
fault on my part since the majority of the
population of Missouri is pro-slavery. Hence is
why I left for Alton, Illinois where it would be
more welcome for me to practice free speech
and press preaching the abolition of slavery. I
think many of my beliefs today started because
I had a strong religious upbringing, yet for the
longest time, I had not had a religious
breakthrough. 

Posthumous Journal Entry From Elijah P. Lovejoy’s Newly Found Diary

Biography:

Elijah Parish Lovejoy
Presbyterian minister, journalist, newspaper
editor, and abolitionist.

V I S I T  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A N T I - S L A V E R Y  S O C I E T Y  F O R  I N F O  O N  S U P P O R T I N G
A B O L I T I O N I S T S !

6  A U G U S T  1 8 6 4 E D I T I O N  # 4

Abolish these words:
Moist
Crusty
Colonel
Squelch

Word of the day: Thralldom
Deffinition: the state of being in someone's power

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Parish_Lovejoy
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 We believe in providing justice and that this evil and
immoral act that is slavery condemed everywhere in
our country. We can see how society's dependence on
the root of all sin has misconstrued the unity of our
country. It is imperative to remember the principle of
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" because
without it we are all living in a world without morals;
without integrity. That is a world we do not wish to
live in any longer, so we demand the immediate
abolition of slavery so that all of our brethens lay
free, no longer under the control or demands of
another. We believe we have contributed a significant
amount to the abolitionist movement as a whole. Our
most notable success we believe was the increasing
amount of women involved in fighting for the
abolition of slavery. Seeing as we, white southern
women who grew up wealthy and in a house owning
slaves fighting against slavery was a rarity in the
current. We both agree that us speaking and writing
publicly when it was extremely frowned upon women
to do so brought curiosity but most importantly
encouragement to do their moral duty of supporting
equality is where our contributions truly present
themselves bare. 

We grew up in the southern part of the country in
Charleston, South Carolina. We lived on a farm and
were quite wealthy, enough to have plenty of servants
and personal servitude at young ages. Although
slaves were common in our household, Sarah and I
could see the evils and its damage to our society's
morals. During our early childhood we both had
personal servants and seeing how unfulfilled their
lives were and their restricted rights to education
brought great deal of sorrow and yet an awareness to
the climate of our society. Living in that torment of
watching helplessly we had moved past that part of
our life hastily to begin our new passion of putting an
end to this malicious act against our own, no matter
how difficult it is to achieve it.

 Having personally seen the tragedy of slavery,
we believe this country has witheld the natural
God given right to African Americans and
those in bondage. We believe without any
further delay, the abolition of slavery should be
instantaneous. Those suffering for several
years and those of us who have been sentenced
to watch this darkness wish no longer to be
chained into submission in a life filled with
despair. The time is now for our country to
change and support all forms of equality and
become the true united country in which our
forefathers have strived to achieve.

Using our tools of privilege and education, we
have went across several towns and states to
speak out for the abolition of slavery. Given our
status as white and valued members in Friends
of Society, we are able to receive the
opportunity to speak in front of voluminous
ranges of women and men at places including
an upcoming opportunity to speak to members
of the American legislative branch at the newly
established Pennsylvania Hall. We continue to
write public letters advocating for those who
can't, in the past both Sarah and I, Angelina,
have both written pieces against slavery
including Sarah's An Epistle to the Clergy of
the Southern States, and my piece called An
Appeal to Christian Women of the South.
Although our writings may differ, we as
collectively have stressed we have and will
continue to work endlessly to fight for this
ungodly form of servitude.

In 1829, we both had been reunited together in
the Friends of Society following our conversions
to the religion of Quakerism. Although quakers
shared progressive views about slavery and
womens' rights, we both held a desire for a
more active role in enlighting others on the
true tragedies of slavery. Six years into our
conversion to quakerism and the Friends of
Society, I had been reading into a paper called
The Liberator that expressed quite similar yet
more direct views on the abolition of slavery.
Being intrigued by Mister William Lloyd
Garrison's perspective, I wrote letter to him
depicting my position on abolition and slavery. 

Sarah & Angelina Grimké: A Discussion Needed to Have

Sarah Moore
Grimké
Author of An
Epistle to the
Clergy of the
Southern States
(1836)
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Angelina Weld
Grimké
Author of An
Appeal to
Christian Women
of the South (1836)

Members of the Society of Friends & the American Anti-
Slavery Society, known as the Grimke Sisters, Angelina and
Sarah Grimke are strong advocates for abolition who fight
societal norms to acknowledge the unjust enslavement of
African Americans. Born and raised in Charleston, South
Carolina, the sisters lived in a wealthy household with a

slave-owning family. It was not long before first Sarah then
her younger sister Angelina left their family after seeing a

first hand experiences of the horrible tragedy of slaves.
Defying the lines of normality, Sarah and Angelina speak in
public settings exposing the sad truth of slavery and gaining

many supporters of both men and women due to their
southern white background and pro abolition views. Even
threatened and banished from their hometown, Sarah and
Angelina still fight for equal rights for all and the end to

slavery by speaking to those all across America. Both sisters
have excellent writings published such as Sarah's 1836

public letter called the An Epistle to the Clergy of the
Southern States, where she criticized others of Christian faith
supporting or participating in slavery as it went against the
Christian faith. Looking further into the letter, Sarah was

able to use scriptures from the Bible as her evidence to
support her argument on how the Bible does not support

slavery and why society should take it as a time to reform
their views on salvery and change. In Anegelina's published

letter in the Libertaor in 1836, An Appeal to Christian
Women of the South, Angelina focused on the importance of

women's involvement in the end to slavery, especially
southern white women such as herself. Not only did she ask
for Christian women individually to support the abolitionist

movement but ask for church officials to speak against
slavery as well. The Grimke Sisters' strong influence

resonates with being women, fighting against society with
their own beliefs and despite the danger, sharing those

controversial ideals with the public.

1776 LOVEJOY AVE.  TUBMAN,  MA 84214



I believed that slavery was a terrible practice, and that slave owners were cruel
for what they did. But more importantly, I believed that my ideas and backstory
could change this oppressive system we had fallen into. My speech and writing
could indeed be a bit harsh at times, but I know that it was necessary to firmly
stand up for what I believed in. For, how else can we develop into a just society
without knowing the truth behind these injustices. Taking this into
consideration, I decided that my best asset would be the truth. I worked to make
the truth apparent through my speech and narratives, hoping it would create a
difference in this corrupt system. And yes, my earlier years did indeed play a
substantial role in my motivation to join the abolitionist movement. Growing up
a slave was truly a rough time in my life, but I’m quite a resilliant man. I was
separated from my mother when I was just an infant, and from then on, I didn’t
see her very often at all. I went on to live with my grandmother, who was also a
slave. After being moved around a bit, I ended up in the possession of Thomas
Auld, who then sent me to serve his brother, Hugh Auld. Eventually, I Thomas
placed me at work for a man named Edward Covey. I remember him being
known as a “slave-breaker” when I was first sent to work for him. Later on, I
found out the meaning behind that title. Growing tired of the beatings, I decided
to fight back one day. That day led to my turning point, as it was then that I
realized that I could take charge of my own life. I used the key ideals of America,
the ideals the country was founded on, to prove the hypocrisy of slavery. Many of
my former owners followed a pattern; their willingness to justify their own sinful
acts was almost proportional to their willingness to condemn us for our slight
religious violations. No matter how extreme this cycle got, they always failed to
see their own hypocrisy. Sometimes, their cruelty towards us was not even
provoked, it was a result of their own lies and erratic whims. When writing
about my experiences, I did describe the hardships of slavery. But I also used my
experiences, used my words, to empower myself and others. I wrote many things,
such as about how I fought back, about my escape from slavery, and all of my
other experiences that led me to where I am now. On another front, I also believe
in the power of photography. They were a method for me to convey myself in an
intellectual way, to make others see me as I saw myself. I reached thousands of
people through my words, empowering slaves and changing the mindsets of their
owners. My legacy continues to support this type of thinking, and helped
contribute to a revolutionary movement that impacted our country
tremendously. 

Abolitionist Observer

 Frederick Douglass is an abolitionist who lived
from 1818-1895. After escaping from slavery, he
grew to eventually become one of the most
influential figures of our time. Anna Murray,
wife, inspired him to escape from slavery as she
was a free black woman at the time they met.
The two of them settled in Massachusetts, and
he became very active in the abolitionist
community. He was also one of the only black
people to attend the first woman's rights
convention. He firmly belives in the power of
dialogue, as he uses conversation and
intellectual thinking to unite racial divides and
disprove the idea that slaves/former slaves
cannot be intellectuals. He continues to build on
his abolitionist movement work, by inspiring
slaves and formerly enslaved people all over the
United States to not only use violence to revolt,
but also to speak out and use the power of
words, writing, and intellectualism. His
writings share his story with the world, and are
still influential to this very day. He was the first
to do many things, such as being one of the first
men to attend a Woman’s rights convention,
and was the most photographed man of the
1800s.

Excerpt from Frederick Douglass' recent speech 

Biography: Frederick Douglass
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(PIcture of Frederick Douglass
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 Frederick Douglass is an abolitionist who lived from 1818-1895. After
escaping from slavery, he grew to eventually become one of the most
influential figures of our time. Anna Murray, wife, inspired him to escape
from slavery as she was a free black woman at the time they met. The two
of them settled in Massachusetts, and he became very active in the
abolitionist community. He was also one of the only black people to attend
the first woman's rights convention. He firmly belives in the power of
dialogue, as he uses conversation and intellectual thinking to unite racial
divides and disprove the idea that slaves/former slaves cannot be
intellectuals. He continues to build on his abolitionist movement work, by
inspiring slaves and formerly enslaved people all over the United Harriet
Tubman is born as Araminta Ross into slavery, around 1820-22 in
Maryland At age 12, a heavy metal weight thrown from an angry overseer
struck her in the had, causing fatal head injuries. She often has
headaches and vivid dreams, which she claims were visions of God, since
she is Christian. In 1849, with the help of the Underground Railroad,
Tubman escapes Maryland and travels to Philadelphia. The constant
worry and heartache of her family causes Tubman to travel back to
Maryland and attempt to free her loved ones. This is only the beginning as
she begins to smuggle more slaves to the South through the Underground
Railroad. In 1861, Harriet Tubman serves in the Civil War by working as
a nurse, cook, and laundress and later becomes a scout for the Union
Army. After the Civil War, Tubman settles down with her family in
Auburn, NY. There she lives for the rest of her days, taking care of her
parents. She is also known to be a prominent activist in the women’s
suffrage movement. Harriet Tubman dies in March 1913 due to
pneumonia. Tubman is considered one of the greatest conductors of the
Underground Railroad. At first, she only wanted to free her family from
Maryland but soon felt a duty to help her enslaved brothers and sisters in
need. She believes that God is guiding her throughout her perilous
journeys, so she has no fear and stands tall against the oppressors. It is
reported that she at least smuggles 70 slaves and never lost a passenger
during her time as a conductor. She works very heard to ensure the slaves
are brought to freedom. She is friends with many other abolitionists
including Frederick Douglas and Thomas Garrett. Tubman’s work as a
conductor creates ripples and waves throughout America. She influences
many other abolitionists as well as ordinary people to join the cause and
fight for the freedom of African-Americans. Her work influences the world
even after her death, as it raises awareness of equality and freedom that
slaves rightfully deserve.
States to not only use violence to revolt, but also to speak out and use the
power of words, writing, and intellectualism. His writings share his story
with the world, and are still influential to this very day. He was the first to
do many things, such as being one of the first men to attend a Woman’s
rights convention, and was the most photographed man of the 1800s.

Biography:
Harriet Tubman
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(PIcture of Harriet Tubman)

Date: January 13, 1851
Location: Elkton, Maryland
Entry #85 - The Past and the Future

Freeing 15 slaves from Maryland, bringing them north to Canada. Staying in
Elkton for the night at a station. It’s 10 degrees, very cold and no clothes for my
group. 3rd trip this year, hopefully has an impact. Our peoples have been slaved
for centuries, its not right. Would like to see slavery abolished. Trying to bring
awareness that people like us shouldn’t be chained down. That’s the reason I’m
doin’ this. I want to see our country come together and unite with equality. All of
this slavery, its horrible. Us shouldn’t be treated like that, we’re human beings
too. One by one, we making a difference. So far, never lost a passenger, praying to
God to keep that goin’. God has been guiding me since I was a youngling, helping
me stand tall and have no fear. He protects me and tells me what to do. Without
God, I would be lost. Without God, I wouldn’t be able to this, so please God, protect
us on our journey and ensure our safety. Right now on lookout, in case masters
come looking. Recently heard that T. Garrett successfully guided his group to
safety, per my scout. More and more enslaved people being freed. As I’m sitting
here by the fire, I’m wondering about my family. Are they okay? Are they settled?
They the reason I started this. I feel guilty. How come I have freedom but not my
brothers and sisters? Didn’t God create us equal? After I freed my kin, I couldn’t
stop the urge to help the others. We deserve the freedom them whites have. Until
we all free I won’t stop doing this. I want my work to create waves in the country.
I want whites and blacks to stand up. I want them to understand the importance
of equality. As my shift comes to end, I think about the future of the great
America. Will us abolitionists have an impact? Will our children be free or have
to endure the same hardships my generation has? My work is solely meant to
make sure our kind should be treated the same as the whites. By freeing my
enslaved people, I only hope to spread a message to our masters. The message is
that we deserve the right to freedom. We deserve the equality you have. We
deserve our ability to live our own lives. Hopefully my dream of freedom will come
true. But for now, it’s one step at a time, one slave freed at a time. G’night. 
H.T.

Excerpt from Harriet Tubman's Journal
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Hello, I’m Alfred. A. Richards, and on this week’s installment of the Abolistionist Observer, we will be taking a quick look
back to the partnership of Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, who are arguably two of the most influential
abolitionists of our time. Now, where did their partnership start you may ask…Well, I was able to sit down with each of them
individually, and get their perspectives.

Garrison: We went many places together, advocating for the immediate emancipation of all enslaved peoples. He had a
perspective on the issue that I could never have. Our relationship began to crumble when he changed his beliefs that he held.
Beforehand we had agreed upon how the U.S constitution supported the idea. 

Douglass: I would often write to him, pondering the good and evil of the country we called home, asking for advice on my
current endeavors. We worked together to create arguments surrounding women's equality, suffrage, emancipation, and our
other beliefs. We were a good team back in those days, if I do say so myself….until…

Now, they both seemed to grow quiet when we reached talk of 1851. After a few more questions, I finally got a few words out
of each of them.

Garrison: I believed if the people heard the hardships that an enslaved person faces they would flock to our movement. I told
Fredrick to rid of his new identity to display the crulites of slavery. I thought it would benefit him and allow our movement to
grow.

Douglass: It was preposterous! Garrison wanted me to 
change my voice, which at the time was my whole being,
 only to more fit the narrative of an ex-slave. The entirety
 of my movement was based on creating a new image for 
slaves, that of a well-versed, intellectual. 

Abolitionist Observer
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The truth behind the falling out of Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd
Garrison 
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Douglass: After meeting you, I can say without an ounce of doubt that we both want the same thing. We were both born into slavery, and I
know that once I escaped, there was nothing I wanted more than to put an end to it. I also believe we can agree on what’s most important to us;
our families. Through everything I did, my family was always in the back of my mind. Every ounce of my income, every job I attained, I did it
for them. 

H.T: We both believe that our people shouldn’t be enslaved. We should be free, able to live our own lives. 

I: So, do you have any disagreements in your beliefs?

H.T: I believe that the best way to get our people to stand up is to physically free them. By freeing them, they will be able to live their own lives.
People will see that slaves should be free. You took more of a passive approach by teaching slaves how to escape. You made speeches and wrote
pieces on how slaves should be free and equal. Though our tactics differed, we both created a massive impact on slavery. 

Douglass: Although I did take a different approach, I certainly would not call my approach “passive”. In fact, I would even go as far as to say
that my lifetime's work was just as and possibly even more influential that yours was. I reached thousands of minds with my writings, and
influenced countless people to make change. 

I: What do you think of the others attempts to help our nations?

H.T: you helped improve the nation by raising awareness about slavery. Your persuasive writings helped people understand why slavery was
wrong and unjust. It made them realize that we should be free and equal. 

Douglass: Although we may disagree on a few fronts, I admire your efforts and the difference you have made. You saw what needed to be
done, and you went for it fearlessly. Although not always a good thing, most of my work has been in the public eye, and has been applauded by
many. The encouragement I received from crowds satisfied me, and motivated me to continue my work. People were inspired by my writings,
speeches, and photos, and I had a way of knowing that they were, of measuring my success. In contrast, you did this all on your own, your only
reward being “God bless you.” Your only witnesses being the night sky and the stars within. Yet, you kept going. Every trip, no matter how
hard it became, you completed. And you continued your work through bad times and good, not knowing if you would ever receive recognition
for it. And for that, I commend you greatly. 

I: Finally, why should our readers even care?

Douglass: Fundamental human rights should be applicable to all races, genders, and social classes of everyone living in America, especially
because it is the foundation of which this country was built on. We claim to be a free land where everyone has equal rights, but in reality, that
couldn’t be further from the truth.  

H.T: People should stand up for what’s right. Enslaved people should be free and have equal rights as the whites. Everyone is born a human
and should be treated like a human. God created us equal and so therefore we should be treated equally. 

V I S I T  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A N T I - S L A V E R Y  S O C I E T Y  F O R  I N F O  O N  S U P P O R T I N G
A B O L I T I O N I S T S !
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Interview with Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman
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 Garrison: Good day ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the first abolition convention. We are here today to discuss one of the greatest problems that we face today, the
plague we call slavery. I would like to first introduce myself, I am William Lloyd Garrison the creator of the Abolitionist paper The Liberator. 

Lovejoy: Greetings, I am Elijah Lovejoy and I am the owner of the St. Louis paper, The St. Louis Observer, an abolitionist-centered newspaper.

S. Grimke: Pleasure to be here, my name is Sarah Grimke and I am an active member of the abolitionist community.

A. Grimke: Hello, I'm here alongside my sister Sarah and I am Angelina Grimke also a part of the abolitionist movement and a public figure in speaking out against
slavery. 

Garrison: Splendid! I would like to open the discussion up with a pressing question: What is our perspectives on the abolition of slavery?

Garrison: Slavery is a sin against humanity. No man should be able to hold a man in bondage. Slaves will be able to fully integrate with our society. Women should be
allowed to participate in abolition movements. We should speak out far and wide so everyone may hear our cause. If this insinuates we must move the earth so our
movement is seen, then we shall! 

Lovejoy: I concur Mr. Garrison. Slavery is the disease that plagues this great nation; however, it seems our fellow Americans are oblivious to this, and the practice of
slavery still stands tall. This is why we need to take immediate action and spread our message to every corner of this country to take down the institution of slavery this
instant!

S. Grimke: I feel to be in agreeance with both of you as Angelina and I believe slavery is an evil practice and has been normalized for too long. It is imperative to shine
light and inspect the current state of our country and its morals. Have we grown immoral? Rebelled against our divine that gave us all life and equal rights? What a fine
point about women's involvement in the abolitionist movement, Mr. Garrison, as my sister and I have felt it has been our duty to include women in politics and most
importantly to this movement. This is a discussion of equality and without the foundational support from our sisters we would only be in the eye of hypocrisy having only
half, our brethren, speaking for us all. 

Garrison: Adding on to that question: How fast should slavery be abolished?

Garrison: Slavery must be abolished immediately. We must follow the principles of immediate emancipation. This issue cannot wait any longer. We will not give
compensation to the farmers or to the land owners; we shall free everyone from oppression. The grips of slavery shall no longer hold its grasp over this nation.

Lovejoy: While I do agree that slavery needs to be abolished, it should not be instantaneous. Instead, I propose a more gradual emancipation in which all slaves would be
freed; however, this would be over a long period of time. Think of all the ramifications Mr. Garrison. If we impose the principles of immediate emancipation as you
proposed, there would be serious economic concerns and many slave-owning individuals would be outraged, possibly leading to civil war. Gradual emancipation would
have the same end result without raising tensions throughout the country.

A. Grimke: On the contrary, Mr. Lovejoy, we should free those in bondage as quickly as we possibly can. 

S. Grimke: Agreed. How long must we wait to clear this act of evil?

A. Grimke: Absolutely, we have to realize that this is an ultimatum in light, economics or equality. I feel that focusing on the state of the economy and wealth is what led
to slavery and the greed that poisons our country in the first place. With the thought of avoiding tensions, how will we choose those to set free first? It is a blatant show of
mockery freeing "chosen" slaves and letting them claim the titles of freedom while others still lay a foot and hand to serve a master. Countless will never get see the dream
of walking free if we wait any longer, dying with only the title of "slave to". That is not what this movement shall stand for, it is a demand for justice, not for justice to be
delivered over the course of a century. 

Abolitionist convention between William Lloyd Garrison, Elijah P. Lovejoy, and Grimké Sisters. Recorded by an observer.
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Garrison: How should we display our message of abolition to get as many supporters of our cause? 

Garrison: I believe we should continue to translate our message to the public through newspapers. We should try to remain peaceful in our attempts to
rally people behind our movement. However, our message needs to be heard. If that means we must go to extreme lengths so that everyone can hear our
message then we should. 

Lovejoy: I, too believe this would be the most effective way to convey our message. Newspapers can be very influential for our cause since they can be read
all over the country without much trouble. And as you said, they can help rally support in a peaceful manner instead of resorting to violence. And, Mr.
Garrison, since you and I both own newspapers, we can effectively spread the message of abolitionism to all in the United States.

S. Grimke: The power writing can hold can show great benefits to a cause and message like ours. As well, I believe that it encourages others to broaden
their perspectives through our use of words and arguments and can be the start of a discussion in home, work, and throughout society. 

A. Grimke: I believe speaking in public places can also do wonders for the growth and support of this movement. My sister and I have spoken at countless
meetings and public spaces and seen the value in others hearing a voice of reason. Words can be powerful, but when there is someone you can hear passion
and ambition speaking those words out loud, it can be life-altering. 

Garrison: I would like to ask each of you what have you done to better our movement? 

Garrison: Besides from creating one of the most popular abolitionist newspapers I also helped create the Anti-Slavery Society. This group previous to other
groups has the sole purpose of abolishing slavery. I have also collaborated with other abolitionists such as Fredrick Douglass to spread our message further.

Lovejoy: In my newspaper articles I am an outspoken abolitionist and I also publicly attack the institution of slavery. As well as that, I also I also help and
support other abolitionists in their journey to rid this country of slavery.

S. Grimke: Angelina and I have traveled across the country to speak publicly about the abolition movement. We have spoken to large groups of men and
women who have become curious through our speeches and writings. 

Garrison: My final question includes why should citizens of this great nation care to dedicate their lives to our movement?

Garrison: Our movement requires abolistits and people to stand up for enslaved people in the United States. The constitution was written as a pro slavery
document that needs to be changed. If we as a united nation stand for not what is convenient but righteous only then can we abolish slavery.

Lovejoy: Citizens of the United States of America should dedicate their lives to abolitionism because one should always stand up for what is good and right.
When viewing countless human rights violations daily, you should reconize the injustices happening before your eyes and not be blind and normalized to
them as many do; instead, you should confront these blatant displays of injustice and do everything in your power to abolish the entire system of slavery!

A. Grimke: This country is called the United States of America, and we pride ourselves on individualism and freedom but still recognize the unity we have
in this country. I believe all men and women are equal and if we don't free our brothers and sisters, we become the tyrants we have fought many years
trying to break free from. No one should be under the ownership or property of another, it is simply inhumane and immoral. For the sake of keeping us all
united we must fight for our brothers and sisters who deserve the rights we all were given at birth. Stand with the abolitionist movement.

Garrison: Thank you for allowing me to get your perspectives on this issue. I encourage you to continue to spread our ideals so that others join us to fight
slavery. I hope we may once again meet to fight for our nation’s equality.

Lovejoy: Thank you. I much appreciated everyones unique views on slavery and hope to meet again soon.

S. Grimke: Indeed, this has been a wonderful opportunity, and I can only imagine how many citizens out there are listening in and reading today's
convention and forming new ideals on the abolition movement. Thank you.

A. Grimke: Thank you. 
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        Amos Bronson Alcott, born in 1799, was one of the key American reforming
activists for education during the 18th century. He was a key figure in introducing
innovations and new techniques to the systems in schools. His unique perspective
on American education led him to the discoveries in human physiology as well as
the mind. Alcott’s philosophical ideas focused on intuitive learning which soon
evolved into his influence in the transcendentalist movement. His works with
Ralph Waldo Emerson were seen as impractical, however, with substantial support,
Alcott released written works on topics including women’s rights, abolition, and
issues with tax laws. Mainly centered around education, Alcott encouraged reforms
on the schooling system that would allow freedom and encourage curiosity.
Despite all criticism, he never failed to prioritize his true beliefs over money
making schemes. Alcott slowly overcame failures, and took leaps in opening up
schools to implement his methods. He laid the foundational education principles
for the Concord Transcendentalists and worked towards achieving his visions for
the American education systems. His influence on education has transformed
modern societies, and presumably, shall last forever.
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Meet America's Current Education Activists

     Horace Mann was born into a poor farming family in Massachusetts where he was
barely able to undergo any education. He went to school for a couple weeks at a time, but
was never truly able to attend school until he got into Brown University where he
graduated as valedictorian. After his school Mann eventually became part of the Board of
Education which he helped establish, so now he is able to put into practice the changes he
thinks are necessary for the betterment of the public education system. Mann has stated
that he believes education to be the equalizer between men and that every American
should have an education; he believes very deeply in a public school system which would
allow even the poorest to get schooling, and Mann wants for the education that is given to
be of the highest quality. Mann has done his utmost to improve the education system and
has even taken a trip to Europe at his own expense in order to bring educational ideas
from Europe to America. Mann has been a fundamental part of the common school
movement, and his changes within the school system will improve the lives of many
Americans and give a chance to those at the bottom of the social ladder.

Amos Alcott Bronson

Horace Mann

Figure 1: Portrait of Amos
Bronson Alcott

"If conscience disapproves, the
loudest applauses of the world

are of little value"
~ John Adams

"A true teacher defends his
pupils against his own

influence"
~ Amos Bronson Alcott

"I believe that education is the
fundamental method of social

progress and reform"
~ John Dewey

Figure 3: Photo of
Horace Mann

      Samuel Gridley Howe was born in Boston on November 20, 1801. As an adult, he
was known as a physician, abolitionist and advocate for the education of the blind
and deaf. He founded the Perkins Institution which was the first school in America
to cater to the blind. He was a supporter of disabled and preached that people
with disabilities should not segregated in society. He was against the use of sign
language and preferred to teach lip reading and oral communication. He also
developed a writing system made of bumps, a proto-braille. In addition to his work
with the blind, Howe was an abolitionist who helped to end slavery. After a life of
helping others, he died in 1876 at the age of 74.

Figure 2  Photo of Samuel
Gridley Howe

Schoolhouse in Boston
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             A poor educational system leads to a weak society filled with uneducated Americans who lack the
knowledge to properly support our nation for the preceding generations. A severe disinterest in the improvement
of education within our nation has led to the decrepit system currently in place; fortunately, this disinterest has
begun to be addressed by various reformists who strive to make public education more accessible, more inclusive,
and of better quality. Horace Mann seeks to enable the public as a whole to access a quality, public education,
Samuel Howe believes in educating even those who are blind, and Bronson Alcott has improved learning styles to
better prepare young individuals for real world problems.
               Our education system is informal and fundamentally flawed. There is no standard curriculum nor is there a
required amount of schooling for kids. If a kid is lucky enough to go to school, they may need to skip it for long,
extended periods of time in order to tend to their duties within their family. Schoolhouses are small, typically a one-
room building with desks crammed closely together. At school they learn reading, writing, arithmetic, geography,
and history. In these classes, emphasis is placed on rogue memorization rather than understanding the core
concept. Furthermore, kids instead of learning from teachers, learn from older students. Punishments handed out
are frequent and harsh, and often involve being hit by a stick or a cane. Of course, alternatives to school included
hiring a private tutor. These tutors taught the same material as in a traditional school. Yet, the need for additional
support for students itself should rouse uncertainty amongst the components of the schooling system.
              We all have different paths which lead us to change America's education landscape. Samuel Howe was
educated in a formal school in Boston, where he was beaten and cruelly treated; nonetheless, he went to Brown
College and later Harvard Medical School. On a trip to Europe, Howe learned how to better educate students and
what reforms needed to be made to America's education system. Similarly, Horace Mann learned how to improve
by visiting Europe; however, unlike Howe, Mann was poor and had little schooling. Despite this he still went to
University. Unlike Howe and Mann, Bronson Alcott Alcott did not go to school, he is a self educated man, who
taught himself to read and write. Later on, after becoming a teacher, he vowed to reform the education system in
America. 
             Most of our educational institutions follow the systems set in place by the original motivations for schooling;
consequently, our society is in need of reforms within these traditional methods to accommodate the standards of
a modern society. Many of our well known activists, in terms of education, all seem to have risen from similar
understandings based upon their backgrounds. In considering all viewpoints for educational reform, we must
decide upon the strongest and most intentional decisions. We shall do the needful to better society and foster
intellectuals of the coming generations. Bronson Alcott, a self educated, education activist currently advocates for
major shifts in the underlying ideologies of schooling for the young. He believes the traditional methods of
memorization and discipline to be too rigid and stray away from building innovative and creative minds amongst
all. Alcott, in strong support of open-ended imagination and curiosity, encourages any and all aspects of education.
Organizing dedicated time for musical, ethnical, spiritual, and physical learnings are all of the ideas proposed to be
included in the new system. And, although this may seem unreasonable, it is important to consider the impact of
Alcott’s views relative to others.
        

Finding the True Education System
WRITTEN BY UNKOWN JOURNALIST
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            Horace Mann, an additionally well renown education
reformist has focused his principles upon a belief that
everyone deserves a free and universal education. This is
especially true under a democratic society where education
can be considered a right to anyone who desires. Along with
his altruistic motivations for the public, Mann also recognizes
the economic and business aspect of influencing the
education system. His most recent position as secretary for
the State Board of Education, established a year ago in 1837,
has granted Mann with more direct power as a result of his
fulfilled duties and maintenance of moral leadership. Soon,
he plans to publish a biweekly journal that addresses the
revision to public education, while discussing problems. On
the contrary, Samuel Howe, has been focusing on providing
more accessible education specifically for the blind. Howe’s
current inspiration is based upon one of his most recent trips
to Europe. He was able to learn from schooling there and
carry on techniques and devices he now shall utilize in the
United States. Howe recognizes the severity of depriving
blind students with the right to education, and persistently
works to find innovative solutions to the problem.  

Figure 1 : Early 1800s Schooling
Systems



His most recent position as secretary for the State Board of Education, established a year ago in 1837, has granted Mann
with more direct power as a result of his fulfilled duties and maintenance of moral leadership. Soon, he plans to publish a
biweekly journal that addresses the revision to public education, while discussing problems. On the contrary, Samuel
Howe, has been focusing on providing more accessible education specifically for the blind. Howe’s current inspiration is
based upon one of his most recent trips to Europe. He was able to learn from schooling there and carry on techniques
and devices he now shall utilize in the United States. Howe recognizes the severity of depriving blind students with the
right to education, and persistently works to find innovative solutions to the problem. In avoiding methods of sign
language, he tends to focus on verbal communication as well as lip syncing. Howe is also working on developing the
Howe Type, a legible system for the blind. Overall, education poses a wide variety of problems to be solved with
innovative technologies and creative solutions driven by education reformists. It still stands by us to declare the
reasonable versus the not as well as to what extent one can make education economic. 
              These reformists have made great strides in the beginning of an educational revolution. Mann seeks to build a
system with which every American is given access to education and therefore opportunity, and Howe is making
education a possibility to those who could have never previously dreamed of it. These Americans have sought, and
continue to seek, the improvement of education within the entirety of the US. Mann’s adaptations to public education
within Massachusetts have been reviewed and implemented within other states, improving the education of America as
a whole, and Howe has spent his efforts serving as an example of what our education system should strive to achieve:
giving those less fortunate than most an education equal to everyone else. Mann believes that to do so would “equalize
the conditions of men.” Thus allowing social gaps between the rich and poor to be bridged by a shared learning
experience, something that William Alcott has been improving. Alcott may not have spread education as profusely as
Mann and Howe, but he, just like Howe, serves as an example of what the American man should strive to be. He has
strived to improve conditions within the classroom, a classroom which he has taught in for almost a decade, and
believes that such improvements should serve as a standard for American education. Alcott improved classroom
environments by adding backrests to benches with his own money, Howe taught the blind and taught others to follow
in his footsteps, and Mann sought to spread public education to the needy while also improving the quality of such
education; together, they have improved the next generation of republican Americans. They have served as our
examples, so now it is up to us to follow through and fight for a better education for our children.

             In significance, the education system is in need of
improvement. We must build upon the foundations of
schooling laid out in these past years, and focus on guiding
education into a path that can prepare students as we
progress towards the future. Conflicting perspectives pose us
with further problems in determining the best solutions.
Coming from different backgrounds and experiences,
education reformists have introduced new ideologies to base
the system upon. Alcott sacrificed his family’s financial stability
and has been devoting his life to finding the true education
system that can build innovative and intelligent minds. Mann
strived for equal opportunities in education for everyone, while
Howe focused on finding ways to provide education for the
disadvantaged. What we choose to accept in our society, will
not only affect us, but the nation as a whole. Our people are
key to the economy, business, and politics representing the
United States; it is education that builds the foundation for all. 
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              With all due respect to every individual on these New England soils, I speak to defend my perspectives on the
education system under my freedom of speech. I fail to understand the necessity of oppressing someone because of
their ideologies. It may be that reason amongst most others have risen and led to a collective neglection to mine
ideas. Nonetheless, under all circumstances I shall never falter in my conscience. It is understood that rejection is at
hand, especially when I directly stray from society’s standard institutions. The paths I’ve taken have been rough yet
true to me. And, I will persist to bring out our nation’s true education, whether that means lack of profit on my end or
even financial instability within my family. I have gone to the extremes of chopping wood for the simplest source of
income; my beloved wife has even taken up a job as a social worker. I have faith in myself, and my family; my
daughter, Louisa Alcott has a good future ahead of her. Despite all circumstances, the sole liberty of my modern
schooling theories must prevail amongst all hardship. With my family’s support, together, we believe that no amount
of money can outweigh the success of my philosophical principles. That being said, I assure that reason is found
within one’s ability to apply intelligence; for those that discriminate and label my ideas as unreasonable and
impractical, please understand that it is not I who is lacking anything, but you who constantly fails to use reason. I
know the importance of the education system’s value. Nothing will stand in my way; I shall make the reforms and
make the better change for our nation. 

              Early on, I grew up into poverty from a very young age. Although there
weren’t many opportunities for schooling at the time, I began tinkering with books
and developed my passion for learning. At around the age of 13, I was finally able to
attend my first school, Cheshire Academy. Sadly, I wasn’t able to fit in well, and
decided to drop out after about a month. The systems were too rigid and
personally, I felt greater benefits to learn at my levels of interest. Self education
ended up being the majority of my education; I continuously worked through
books, engaged in craftsmanship, and sought new ways to explore. In parallel, I
even took on several jobs to earn a living for myself. Although at first, I began
working as a book and merchandise peddler, I soon found my ways back into
education. My teaching career began in 1823, in Bristol Connecticut, where I soon
began formulating my own ideas on the schooling systems. Most of my inspiration
came from the works of the Swiss schoolmaster, Johann Henreich Pestalozzi. From
then on, I was able to see the highly needed change to our nation's education
system. The more books I read, the clearer my philosophy became; innovation and
spirituality grew into an importance alongside knowledge.

Rewriting the Future, From Scractch
WRITTEN BY AMOS BRONSON ALCOTT

NOVEMBER 10,  1828

          Till this day, I preach curiosity and encourage learning out of
passion and desire. Just like our nation, the education system is still
young. The foundational units remain the same, without even the
slightest alteration. Discipline, a primary component of this rigid
system need not be enforced so strongly as long as good behavior is
present. Students can learn so much by simply paying attention and
dedicating effort towards learning what is being taught. Freedom of
thought is an essential first step towards imagination. As we are
learning, not every problem will always have a direct solution. We
must teach students to think critically and develop cognitive abilities
in order to deal with real world problems. Education should stand as a
platform, from which students can explore and discover their true
potentials. We must expose them to the spiritual, moral, political, and
academic aspects of life. Incorporating artistic and physical education
will relax and eliminate previously placed restrictions. In this method,
students may begin their practices as an adult, while experiencing
and learning through real challenges at the moment. To better
prepare the upcoming generations, the best ways possible revolve
around this leap in mindsets of the students as well as the guidance
they receive. Indeed, these drastic shifts in the schooling system pose
many challenges, and some may be overwhelmed; but, we really rely
upon the support provided to make even the most impractical of all
solutions possible. In my several meetings with ministers and school
counselors I have elaborated on my plans to implement in hopes of
this support.
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 I have also been able to publish a few articles regarding my theories on education in William Russell’s American
Journal of Education as well as in the American Annals of Education and Instruction. I, truly, do recognize that my
ideologies against the foundations of original institutions upset many, however, it is equally important to understand
that reforms will be needed to progress and adapt to modern American societies. 
            Along my path, only I have endured the joy and sorrow from the many successes and failures. My plans, despite
being thorough and well organized, seem to have welcomed unwanted controversy, especially in regards to the
innovative methods being experimented. A few years ago, I even opened up a school under Boston’s Masonic Temple.
The years following this establishment attacked me with criticism of an unconventional curriculum and teaching style;
immediately afterwards, I was forced to close the school in its fourth year. More recently, I have ended up closing
another school after struggling to keep up with the amount of parents withdrawing their students in disapproval of my
teaching methods. They simply failed to comprehend the intricacies of innovative thinking, and as a result, have
deprived their children of such wonderful opportunities. This pattern of opening and closing schools has continued for
a while; yet, despite the disapproving natures of my audience, I am committed to successfully implementing my
ideologies across the nation, even if that means I must live a nomadic lifestyle. That being said, do not mistake me; I
truly do appreciate the supporters who have stayed active and with me all through this.
 
              All being said, I have faith in my visions and
principles for education. I strongly believe that within
time, people will come to realize and learn to accept the
revisions we must make to a very crucial part of our
everyday lives. The education system will forever serve as
our fundamental foundations; therefore, it is understood
that concerns may arise. As I preach based on my
ideologies, once again, not all problems have direct
solutions; however, the determination and persistence to
make things right allows us to work towards our fullest
potential. In these last remarks, I want to emphasize the
importance of encouraging and supporting reforms for a
better future. At the least, attempt to understand and if
needed, suggest your own ideas. Activists, like myself,
devote our whole lives to these fundamental issues. We
sacrifice luxury, profits, and even family stability in order
to focus on reform movements. Every individual’s support
makes a difference. As of right now, although I may not
have an overlying system of supporters, I believe that my
works will never die; instead they will continue to
influence bits and pieces within and outside of the United
States until education systems globally change.
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             It is my belief that the American public
education system is in dire need of improvement;
schools, as they are now, are underutilized and
could be used in a manner of greater influence. Not
only is there very little access to education, the
current education system preaches religious ideals
alongside ignorance. The teachings of the Bible,
while necessary, should not be laced with the
teachings of any specific denomination; students
are the most malleable part of American society
and it is only with malice that we would allow
indoctrination to hinder a student’s freedom of
religion. I believe, with some changes, schools can
be a common ground upon which America can
grow, and schools can also act as an equalizer that
can help bring our country closer together. With a
common, universal school we would be able to
endow the American people with shared morals,
mitigate class conflict, lessen the social gaps within
society by giving different social classes a shared
learning experience, and much more. Such an
education system would allow for the stabilization
of American society while also creating more equal
opportunity, as I believe education is the great
equalizer of men. Additionally, it is my belief that a
quality, public education is necessary for America,
as our country stands for freedom and freedom
cannot coexist with ignorance. Therefore, I believe it
to be true that no matter a person’s background,
they should be given an education which is funded
by the public. The American educational system
should be created, maintained, and controlled by
the people so as to allow even the poorest farmer’s
son to have an education. This will allow such a
person to elevate their social status through merit
and allow for an escape from such an unfortunate
situation. Lastly, teaching should be done through
trained professionals who are capable of giving an
education to many students so that the
opportunity offered by a public school is not
squandered by low quality teachers.

            To create a common school, I worked laboriously as the
Secretary of the Board of Education to support the common
school movement in which public schools would be founded so
that the public could be educated. This allows more schools to be
built while also letting them be accessible, as they were free, so
more Americans can now get an education and experience the
social equalizing that I experienced. The founding of new
common schools has been a great success, and now not only do
more people have access to an education, they are getting a
higher level of education. I say that the education is higher level
because before I started changing the school system, some of the
people who were teaching in schools were not formally taught
themselves. It is impossible to expect people who have not been
educated themselves, to educate the masses. Seeing this, I
helped form regular schools, schools which would teach the
teachers who would work within common schools. This would
make it so that not only are the standards of the learning material
higher, but the teachers are of higher moral quality with them
having been thoroughly educated. Beyond this, I have
successfully created a classroom where students are allowed to
leave for weeks at a time to work at home before coming and
being reintegrated back into the classroom. Not everything I’ve
done has been completely accepted, however, as some people
disagree with my methods and dislike the change I’m bringing to
the education system. One example of this is the various religious
groups who strongly disagree with how I’ve decided that religion
should be handled within school. Another example is the people
who fear giving away the role of teacher over to a stranger in a
classroom rather than being able to teach their children at home,
believing homeschooling to be good enough. Even through the
various oppositions, I’ve managed to improve the school system
greatly.

Best Lever Buckle in America
Buy now before we run out of stock

A Better Education for America
WRITTEN BY HORACE MANN

Figure 1: Picture of a common school  



            My youth as a poor farmer’s boy has caused me to
learn the value of education, as it was the thing that proved
the most pivotal in moving me up the social ladder.
Inevitably, I learned of the importance of education and the
social mobility that it allows; I also realized that the majority
of Americans lack access to an education and by extension
the social mobility that I experienced. I was able to escape life
as a farmer to become a lawyer, a politician, and eventually
the Secretary of the Board of Education that I had put so
much effort into establishing. This has allowed me to create
changes within the American education system as I am no
longer just a farmer’s boy, instead I now hold a position that
allows me to bring the changes I have always imagined into
reality.

 My annual reports have been great for this
purpose as they are being used to spread
information about problems within the schooling
system and their solutions. The seventh report,
the one I wrote after my visit to Europe so that I
could study different school systems, was rather
popular and ended up being printed in multiple
other states. Through my influence on the Board
of Education I have been able to implement
changes and improve the education system in a
multitude of ways and I plan on doing more to
improve education so that all Americans can be
created equal through education. 

             I have given a new life and voice to the blind and
deaf in the United States. I revolutionized and transformed
the methods for teaching them and have encouraged them
to be part of society. I graduated from medical school with
the intent to become a medical doctor, but I realized that
my calling was to be a teacher and advocate for the deaf
and blind. I made it my life’s mission to be a voice to those
with physical handicaps and the model I created spread
across the United States.
           After hearing from Dr. John Fischer about his
movement to educate the blind, I traveled to Paris to
observe the European schools for teaching the blind. This
travel and experience ignited my passion for helping people
with disabilities. It made me realize that physical disabilities
did not define a man’s or woman’s character, rather with
the proper tools, those with physical disabilities could
participate fully and contribute to society.
           As I always say, “blind people should not be doomed
to inequality”. But for many years they were. They suffered
from discrimination and people were apathetic, refusing to
help them. Blind people in our society were relegated to the
margins of society, not given the opportunity or a chance to
participate in daily life.
     
 

             But when I opened the Perkins Institution, it
became a place that blind and death people could gather
and learn. It was a lifeline to so many and I became
immersed in promoting the mission of the school. It also
allowed me to become a teacher, one of my greatest
passions. My most famous pupil was Laura Bridgman, a
young deaf-blind girl. It became my mission to help
educate her and she eventually became a teacher in the
school. Under my tutelage, Laura learned how to write
even with her disabilities.
              Moreover, I invented a writing system to allow
blind people to read and to be able to discover the world
around them. I also originated unique improvements to
teaching and to printing books in Braille. Through my
work, the Perkins Institute became the seminal place for
charitable giving and nationally known for aiding the
blind and death. And my most crowning achievement is
the Perkins Institute became a model for establishing
many similar schools around the country.

You don't need a doctor
 you need cocaine

An Inclusive Education: A Quest to 
Help the Blind

WRITTEN BY SAMUEL G. HOWE

Figure 1: Perkins Institute for the Blind



Lyman Beecher born in 1775 is the Father of 
many children and two spouses throughout 
his life. He would go to Yale College, He first 
got married to his first wife Roxana in 1799. 
He would be a minister for 16 years at the 
first congregational church of Lichfield. He 
also helped a young woman in his town of 
Lichfield in the rising unitarian crisis. When 
he moved to Cincinnati he would show a great 
hatred for the Catholics, when mass arson 
occurred the catholics would say that he had 
caused it. Nevertheless, the convent was 
burned, and just at the season when Lyman
was alerting Massachusetts to danger from 
the "despotic character and hostile designs. 
He was a major advocate of the Temperance 
movement during the second great awakening 
being one of the main advocates in it. With 
the main goal of getting rid of alcohol in the 
United States. He would deliverd 6 sermons to 
advocate for its removal in his church he had 
worked at. He would then have to deal with 
the issue of slavery, with a background in 
the Haitian and French Revolution he believed 
that the blacks should be freed so he himself 
would help them escape to the north. He 
would often help black slaves himself by 
giving them shelter and or directing them. 

the abstinent

 Neal Dow was born in 1804, in
Portland Maine. He was raised in a
quaker family and received a
private education. Throughout his
entire life, he hated alcohol. He felt
it to be the downfall of American
society, and felt it was holding
people back from their potential. He
decided to dedicate his life to the
ban/limitation of alcohol. He was
slowly able to build up support for
prohibition in his city and
eventually the state of Maine. When
he was elected mayor of Portland, he
was able to convince the governor of
Maine to pass a statewide alcohol
ban. Maine became the first state to
do so. Eventually 11 states were able
to follow in Maine's footsteps,
thanks a lot in part to Dow.
However, back in Portland things
were not going as well. Anti
Prohibitionists protested Dow’s
actions which eventually led to a
Riot which left a man dead. Dow
tried to rally back from this but he
was never the same.
 

Neal Dow
Leading temperance
movement advocate
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Lyman Beecher
 American Temperance
Movement Co-Founder

     Sylvester Graham, creator of
Grahamism, and advocate for temperance
and vegetarianism, was born in Connecticut,
1794. He was born to an older father who
died shortly after his birth, and a mother
who was unable to care for him and his
seventeen older siblings. Graham in his
teens worked at a tavern with extended
family, but because of the experiences he
encountered with drunkenness and
alcoholism he grew to hate alcohol and
repented against it. He later became a
minister, and joined the Philadelphia
Temperance Society. After preaching about
health and morality for a while, Graham
became interested in the health effects of
alcohol. In his findings he began to preach
on the benefits of vegetarianism and the
gluttony of alcohol and meat. Infuriated by
the processing and chemicals of meat,
Graham started a theology and diet built to
emphasize abstinence among young people.
He has written many books like “A Treatise
on Bread” and other lectures mainly
targeting easily influenced readers such as
young boys. Graham went on to live a life
preaching Grahamism, and selling his
widely known products like Graham
Crackers. Sadly Mr. Sylvester Graham just
recently passed due to overconsumption of
alcohol in an attempt to “restore his health”.

Sylvester Graham
the "Father of Vegetarianism"
cofounder of the Philedelphia

Temperance Society

See obituary on page 2
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Sylvester Graham
July 5, 1794 - September 11, 1851 
      Sylvester Graham, The Father of Vegetarrianism, best known for his work
as a minister and an advocate for vegetarianism passed away on September 11th.
Graham believed strongly that to better American Society we as a country and
as men have an obligation to uphold abstinence. He created Graham products
like bread and flour, along with the Graham cracker to protest the production
and processing of American foods; which influenced his distaste toward meat.
However, he did not earn anything from the sales, but the backlash he faced
from butchers and bakers was enormous. In 1830 he joined the Philadelphia
Temperance Society which was primarily led by doctors interested in the
medical effects of alcohol. Through his research Graham was said to have found
an interest in the health and diet of children, and how it would later impact
them. As he continued to research, Graham claimed that by total abstinence of
one’s instinctive needs, we are able to obtain true health. As a minister, Graham
claimed to find connections and gluttony between meat and alcohol, taking
“inspiration” from the Bible he thought that men and women should solely eat
greens like Adam and Eve. That said, Graham’s work had a great impact on the
dietary community and America as we know it. He was one of the first
dietitian/researchers in the States to openly share methods of preventative
medicine rather than drugs. When cholera first hit the U.S. his followers had
statistically started to live healthier lives than others, securing his fame and
image. His literary works such as A Treatise on Bread and other lectures were
created to promote his message of patriotism, theology, diet, and lifestyle. His
influence on people became so strong he created a theology (more of a
movement) by the name of Grahamism. Later, he extended into Grahamite
boarding schools, where people can still practice his teachings. Sylvester later
founded the American Vegetarian Society in 1850, to inspire and create a bigger
vegetarian influence. To further promote his teachings he and David Campbell
created The Graham Journal of Health and Longevity to state the principles of
health according to Graham. Sylvester Graham’s legacy has recently faced major
backlash as reporters found that the cause of Graham’s death was taking
prescribed opium enemas, and then drinking and eating meat in an attempt to
preserve his life. Members of his society and vegetarians countrywide have
claimed to “distance themselves” because of his transgressions toward his own
movement. However, Graham’s legacy is predicted to have influence on diets
and the lifestyle of Americans for years.

the abstinent
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SYLVESTER GRAHAM's Recipe for dr.
Graham's honey biscuts - 30 min

TO PAY YOUR RESPECTS DR.GRAHAM IS BURRIED AT BRIDGE STREET
CEMETERY,  NORTHAMPTON,  HAMPSHIRE COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS
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Ingredients:
1 1/2 Cups graham Flour
3/4 Flour
3/4 teaspoons of salt
1/2 stick of butter
1 egg
6 tablespoons of sugar
4 tablespoons of honey
1/2 teaspoon of baking soda
2 teaspoons of water

Directions
Combine dry ingredients in a small bowl.
Then in a larger one, combine the others.
Dissolve baking soda with water, and
gradually add water. Slowly add flour
mixture and mix until you get a
dough.Flour surface and roll out dough.
Cut into rectangles 1/8 in thick. Using a
fork, prick holes. Preheat oven at 350 F
and bake for 10-15 minutes. Cool, and
serve.

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/90814/bridge-street-cemetery


Many disagree with my work claiming it 
violates their rights, because they believe 
alcohol should not be limited. Despite this, I 
will preach through the words of God to my 
church and through my words sway those 
who did not understand the way of being 
righteous and good. However, none of what I 
did came without well, an issue you could 
say. While I had the best intentions, inner 
sin took better of me at one point against 
those dastardly Catholics. They did not want 
to listen to my ideas because of my 
disagreement with their practices of church. 
I will not say I was the issue, I would say 
they failed to understand my ideals. As a 
result, I felt that I had no choice, but to start 
a riot of outrage against them. However, I did 
have major success in Massachusetts. They 
passed the law against intemperance 
recently. With this new law, another victory 
for temperance is shown for all to see. I want 
this success to continue. August 15th 1851- More on the 

Abolishment of Alcohol in 
Connecticut

September 10th 1851- Why Catholic 
Churches should ban Alcohol

November 11th 1851-  New Sermons 
based on Slavery and Catholic 
Owners

-December 25th 1851 Christmas Mass 
and Food for all

-March 10th 1852 Why we should get 
Rid of Alcohol and Catholics

Lyman Beecher Talks 
and Preaches!
Times and Dates of 
Talks 

A great success with the great help of my 
promotion on temperance. I truly do believe 
that if we can work to get rid of 
intemperance we can also work to help the 
issue of slavery in the United States. I 
myself have helped young black men get 
into the north, a much larger and greater 
area than the south. My hope is that my 
influence is vast. I do believe it is, however, 
what happens in the future is still 
unknown. I can only hope my actions have 
an impact. My lifetime of great dedication 
and work towards a common goal of a 
greater nation, I feel should be praised. 
Through the co-founding of this great 
temperance movement, and my actions to 
help those in need, and through my six 
sermons, I do believe that my impacts will 
be felt for generations to come. I believe that
the future is bright, but if we continue 
down the path of insanity with alcohol, we 
will break apart further.

The Abstinent

NORTH STREET LICHFIELD CONNETICUT  |  STOPALCHOHOLTODAY

Hello, thank you for being here to interview 
me for my work. I truly do believe that the 
Temperance movement is the righteous thing 
to do in America. Intemperance is a sin as 
written by our one true god. If we fail to see 
the issues with it we will become lesser of 
men. I believe that the founding of the 
temperance movement is for the greater good 
of the country because alcohol destroys 
people. There are some that believe that there 
is nothing wrong with alcohol. While alcohol 
isn't the only issue that is concerning, 
currently existing in America, I believe that I 
can improve or help maintain temperance. 
The reason I want to help is because I am a 
man of faith. I am loyal and only want to help 
others. I
I believe that God will guide me to make the 
right choices to help this society. God blessed 
me with the idea of making Six Sermons to 
help stop the current crisis of the mass 
consumption of alcohol, among other issues. I 
have not just done work to help with the 
alcohol crises, however in my life I have 
helped young women in the humanitarian 
crisis, a very tough time for those women.

Interview with 
Lyman Beecher

11TH OF JUNE 1838
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Image is based on Alcohol Issues
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Neal Dow Journal
Entry
    Last month, I made a mistake that
has cost me not just my position as
mayor, but also battered my
reputation as a fair and good
governor of the city I love, Portland,
Maine. My entire life I have believed
that alcohol has been the downfall of
our beloved great American society.
This terrible substance is holding
millions of people back from their
true potential. I have worked hard
throughout my entire life to help
decrease alcohol consumption in my
city, state, and country. And to have
all my work wiped away based on one
action is hard to believe. When I first
rose to power, one of my first goals
was to limit alcohol consumption
within my city but eventually
throughout the country. I worked
hard to pass laws to limit that
consumption. And it definitely was
not easy. I had to dedicate my whole
life just to get the state I love to ban
alcohol, the thing I hate most in the
world. So, to see everything I worked
towards go down like this, is
definitely a hard pill to swallow.

Neal Dow: Age 47

 Lately, I have been storing alcohol for medicinal
use inside city hall. I understand why this may

sound hypocritical with me being part of the
temperance movement but this was not at all

my intention. Nevertheless, this has still
brought attention to me and eventually even

protestors gathered around my place of work. I
had no choice but to order the militia to fire
after the crowd refused to disperse. I did not

want to have to kill anyone but I did what I had
to do. My life has only gone downhill from that
moment, but I hope to win back the trust of my

beloved city, and get back on top to continue
arguing for a non-alcoholic nation.



TEM
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NCE 

THE HEALTH
OF AMERICA
STARTS WITH
YOU.
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Q: Why did you join/ help create the Temperance Movement? Why
does it matter?
Neal Dow: Throughout my whole life I have believed that alcohol
has negatively affected the American people. I believe Alcohol is
holding millions of Americans back from their true potential. 
LB: That is very interesting Mr Dow, I helped create the
temperance movement because I felt that alcohol was an
innersin that ruined men's lives. Alcohol creates a devil in
disguise of a man, I feel that Alcohol holds us back from what
we could be. 
Graham: Personally, I would not go so far as to say I in any way
created this Temperance movement. However, I believe that
through my publicity and writings I am able to concern people
about the health effects of alcohol and meat on the country. I
believe that the key to a longer, happier, fuller, and more serene
life one has to set aside their animalistic desires and instead
pursue a life through my teachings, and God.

Q:Do you believe you had any impact on the current Temperance
movement?
Neal Dow: Yes, I believe I believe I have had a massive impact on
my state and even the country as a whole. I believe when I was
able to get my home state of Maine to ban alcohol, I greatly
influenced the other 11 states to do the same later on. 
LB: I am very impressed that you yourself were able to help 11
states. I personally
believe I had a great impact on the temperance movement due to
my six sermons reaching many of the people of America
showing my values against intemperance. I feel as if I swayed
others to believe the right way even helping the state of
Massachusetts through my great influence pass the law of
temperance. 
Graham: As for me, I try to influence as many people as I can in
the right direction. Whether that be through my books, lectures,
or products I am unsure. But my hope is to draw attention to
what’s important; the health of America starts with us. 

Q:Do you believe that the movement was based on religious
values and motives?
Neal Dow: For me personally I don’t believe the temperance
movement was based on religious values although I could see
how someone could base it on those values. For me personally
however, religious beliefs had no impact on my decision to
participate in the temperance movement. 
LB: I myself believe that the temperance movement holds
religious values as I hold my own values against christians.
Those dastardly catholics dislike what I believe due to the
religious tear I created in the community.
Graham: Like the Bible, as Adam and Eve only consume fruits
and vegetables, with no seasoning, and no processing, we too can
obtain utmost health and longevity in life through their
lifestyle. But the movement itself I believe is more of a shift in
era, as we can see the impacts of alcohol on American men and
the new research coming out about the health benefits of
abstinence. 

Q:Do you believe there is a common principle this movement
works to prevent?
Neal Dow: I believe the temperance movement works to outlaw
alcohol use, especially of an excessive amount. I would agree
with 
LB:I believe that the temperance movement is beneficial because
it not only prohibits alcohol use but unites us as a nation under
one flag.
Graham: I would have to agree with them, the prohibition of
alcohol is beneficial to everyone who prioritizes and cares for
their health.

An interview with Sylvester Graham, Neal
Dow, and Lyman Beecher advocates for the
movement against alcohol.  Their thoughts

and opinions on the recent contrversy
regarding their  repuations

 
By G Period Temperance 11.11.1851
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Q: Why do you believe that more people should participate in the
movement?
Neal Dow: If more people would join the temperance movement,
American society as a whole would gain great value which could
positively impact its global worth. Very true
LB: More people should participate in this movement. I myself
have tried to reach every person through my teachings, the six
sermons. This could very positively help us improve as men
and as people.
Graham: For the health of the nation, for the lives of our
children, for the men of this country and for God I believe that
temperance and self control are the limits we need to live b.

Q:Would you ever come together to support each other's works or
do you consider your work to be separate?
Neal Dow: I have never really worked with anyone else in the
temperance movement although I would be open to it if we
would be able to make progress towards a no alcohol america.
LB: Neal Dow I as well have never worked with others in this
movement, always holding my own values without wanting to
conflict with my fellow believers. However I do feel that there is
an exchange of value whether it be religious or alcohol in this
movement. It would help us progress as a movement. 
Graham: We all believe in a common good for man. Personally I
seek to find that through diet, and lifestyle changes like God
designed men to do. However, if the occasion were to appear that
we as a group of men were in need of each other's support to
protest the wickedness of alcohol, I will proudly stand by these
men.

Connecticut Temperance Convention
October, 1841 
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T H E  U T O P I A N  I N S I G H T
Details on America's Perfect Societies

A NEW ZION
An announcement from 
LDS Church president 
Brigham Young 
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     This formal announcement, 
written by the Church of Latter Day 
Saints president Brigham Young, 
was mailed to the editors in January 
of 1846 and asked to be released on 
the twelfth anniversary of his 
departure. His words documented 
below describe the recent actions of 
the Mormons, who plan to settle in 
the uncolonized lands of the Salt 
Lake Basin. Young asked that his 
piece be regarded as an editorial 
criticizing religious tolerance in 
America.

“It is with high hopes that I, Brigham 
Young, president of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, announce 
the Mormon expedition to the great Salt 
Lake Basin. In this new and untouched 
land, uninhabited by the bigotry found in 
modern American society, will serve as 
the new home for my people. For years, 
people of the Church have been harassed 
by our fellow Americans. We have 
already been pushed from Missouri, and 
still face persecution in Illinois. Ani- 
Mormon hate mobs band together to 
antagonize, threaten, and even whip 
fellow members of the Church. 
     Many Christian denominations 
consider Joseph Smith a “false prophet” 
and even call him a heretic. They do not 
believe that the Book of Mormon 
contains the divine knowledge from God 
himself. It is the churches belief, 
proclaimed by myself, that the only men 
who become Gods, even the Sons of God, 
are those who enter into polygamy. 
Those who persecute us cannot see this 
simple truth, and find polygamy 
appalling. My people do not deserve this 
hatred. Worst yet, the government 
refuses to intervene. Instead, they strip 
away our militia,  our courts, and our 
police, leaving us unstable and 
vulnerable to attacks.

So, I say this to the unjust way of 
American society, so full of violence and
vitriol: I will not stand for religious 
persecution of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
     The untamed wilderness of the 
Western frontier provides the perfect 
area to settle. This land, a new Zion, will 
allow The Church to establish itself and 
continue our practices without 
encroachment from American society. It 
is my hope that the thousands of 
Mormons dispersed throughout the east 
can soon make the pilgrimage to our new 
holy land. I plan to leave shortly, with a 
group of about 300 pioneers on this 
arduous journey. I plan to reach the 
Rocky mountains before the end of 1864, 
and cross over in 1847. The Great Salt 
Lake Basin serves as the perfect place to 
settle, the area is flat and the lakes are 
an important natural resource. When we 
arrive, we will establish our own 
government, run by members of The 
Church. This way, our proceedings will 
be unhindered by those who disagree 
with us. All Mormons will be able to 
worship and practice in peace. I hope 
that soon, our new Zion will provide a 
religious refuge for all willing members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints.”



JOHN HUMPHREY
NOYES'S NEW LOOK
ONEIDA
A candid letter from a so
called "Bible communist"
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     On January 4, 1858, The Utopian
Insight received a letter from John
Humphrey Noyes, creator of the
utopian Oneida Community/Society,
celebrating its decade of function. He
requested for the letter to be
published for the community to see,
and we have carried out his
publication request below. 

     As for only being 46 years old, I
certainly fit the appearance category of
a senior citizen. Perhaps that is the
cost that is associated with utopian
ambition. From an early age, I was
allured to the field of law, yet Charles
Grandison Finney would change all of
that. Finney, a revolutionary Christian
and strong activist in sinlessness,
gender equality, and abolitionary work,
inspired the religious enlightenment
inside me. When I look back on this
stage of my life, I am filled with utmost
pride. After deciding to study ministry
at Yale, I made a groundbreaking
revelation in my second year: the
second awakening of Christ had
already occurred on Earth, and that it
was possible for Christians to achieve a
sinless form. Therefore, I decided that
the mainstream moral system was
inaccurate and ineligible for him.
However, the mainstream Christian
community in the early 19th century
condemned my revelation.

I was suspended from preaching
Christianity, yet I was never deterred,
and remained confident in my
mission. My innovative mindset set
the stage for future  advancement in
my goals of purity.

    These days, I find myself walking
around our beautiful grounds a lot. In
1838, after my own personal
experimentation with sinlessness, I
decided to found the Putney
Community in Putney Virginia, where
I advanced my experimented with
sinless ambitions. For example, I
believed that religious practice
should purify the heart and mind, and
that would guide a human away from
a path of wrongdoings. With my
newfound ethic systems, at Putney, I
fully established the complex
marriage system (anyone can practice
sex with anyone, so long as consent is
involved). I implemented this, as I
believed it was a direct component of
the sinless standards of heaven on
Earth. False rape charges related to
the polygmay system in Putney,
caught the attention of law-
enforcement; yet I was rebelliously
unheeded, and fled to Oneida, New
York to establish the successor to
Putney.

    Many times, when I stroll through
Oneida, I cannot help but notice a
bright sense of synergy. Everything
seems orderly and organized. In
addition to the polygmay system and
sinlessness in Oneida, I administered
an alcohol ban and vegetarianism
policy in the society. In Oneida, we
treat women with increased respect
and freedom, and our economy shows
the benefit of this.

Women complete work alongside men,
whether it is in the fields or
manufacturing sector. Our
administration has numerous
departments that control all structural
aspects of the society. We even
implemented a critiquing system for
members. Considering the fact that we
all must be financially sound, all of our
social standards intertwine well with
the society’s economy, to ensure
stability.
    Contrary to many utopias of this
century which have failed rapidly, the
Oneida Community is still thriving
after its first decade. However, as
acceptance into the society is
selective, its practices and impacts are
subsequently limited to the few
hundreds who are Oneida Community
members. However, we have been
readily expanding over the past few
years, and it is my longstanding belief
that the satisfaction of our community
and our sinless ideals will leak out to
the nation, maybe slowly at first, but it
shall happen. I am a man of
progression, and I think America will
recognize our work: because it is god's
will for us to be united in pure
sinlessness and serenity. 

The example [...] has
demonstrated, not merely
that successful
Communism is subjectively
possible, but that this
nation is free enough to let
it grow.
-John Humphrey Noyes



JOSEPH SMITH:
THE STATE OF OUR
NATION
An excerpt from a presidential
campaign address.
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    With the approaching presidential
elections and campaigns initiating,
candidates are appearing from the
most unexpected of places. Joseph
Smith, a Christian reformer from
Sharon, Vermont is gaining traction in
his campaign. Smith, a claimed
prophet, has found successes as mayor
and spiritual leader of Nauvoo, Illinois,
the center of Mormon Chrisitanity, and
the largest city in the State. The
following is an excerpt from an address
given by Smith during a campaign. 
 “...Like this country, I was once lost.
As a young man, I found myself
perplexed by the contradicting
factionalism of the Chrisitan church
which should unifiably rule all the
earth. This great nation, as well as the
Christian church, is constructed on the
basis of factionalism, though not one
faction totally exemplifies the
freedoms that this country is built
upon. In my darkest hour, I turned to
God the Father who provided salvation
for me. Unfortunately, this nation will
not be rectified as easily as christianity
has been rectified by the Latter Day
Saints. What I am certain of, is this
country has been led by Whigs and
Democrats for far too long, and I am
here to provide salvation to this great
land just as Jesus Christ has done for
me.

    One of the leading inquiries that
remains regarding Smith is the motives
for his campaign. Many speculate that
Smith campaigns primarily to provide
safety for his movement and its
followers, as well as to bring attention
to it, possibly in hopes of gaining new
followers. In closing his address, Smith
poses a request to his attendants: “If
your vote still lies in that of another
candidate, turn to God the Father, so
that he will point you in the direction
of salvation”. Smith will run against
John C. Calhoun, Richard M. Johnson,
Henry Clay, Lewis Cass, and Martin Van
Buren. Despite the stiff opposition,
Smith is optimistic that his campaign
will prove to be successful

“The best way to obtain
truth and wisdom is not to
ask it from books, but to go
to God in prayer, and
obtain divine teaching.” 
-Joseph Smith

I strongly believe that this nation is
lost, but not beyond redemption.
Through reformation, I am
confident that like my beautiful
Nauvoo, this nation will become a
Utopia.

     It is a fatal flaw of the United
States of America that the basis of
its many aspects cause division
amongst its people. It was not
God’s intention for man to rule
over one and other and I will
uphold his intention at all costs. As
president I will petition for the
abolition of slavery accross all
states at the cost of the sales
revenue of public lands to
reimburse those who are put at a
financial disadvantage from this
endeavor. It is also my intention to
expand the boundaries of our
nation from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and to include Texas,
Canada, and Mexico. The situation
of those experiencing legal woes is
unfortunate and requires reform. I
intend to transform places of
imprisonment to seminaries, and
those who do not wish to
participate in the offered
enlightenments will be put to work
to improve roads and other
assistable opportunities. I will also
repeal any debt related
imprisonments. Additionally, a
necessary change that needs to
occur is the ability for the
president to dispatch federal
militia to suppress rioting without
the state government’s consent…”.

The Mormon Trail: From Illinois to Utah



REFORMER INTERVIEW
An exclusive inside look at the opinions of 3
influential Utopian reformers

On September 15, 1858, Jimmy 
Winnipeg, an editor for the 
newspaper, conducted an interview 
with three influential figures, 
Brigham Young, Humphrey Noyes, 
and Joseph Smith's ghost (who is 
unfortunately dead), involved in the 
American “Utopian” movement. 
Questions were asked to the three as 
well as specific questions to each 
man individually. Their answers to 
each questions are transcribed below.

What is your opinion on each other's 
movement?

Young: "Regarding the Oneida 
community of Noyes, I commend the 
attempt at establishing a society 
hitherto unbound by the constraints 
of modern American ideals. Their 
isolationist attitude provides a much 
needed escape from the persecution 
which runs rampant throughout most 
of America. The hopes of this 
community align with the original 
intention for the founding of Salt 
Lake City: both act as a haven from 
grievances found elsewhere in 
society. The Oneida practice of 
“group marriage” is particularly 
interesting to me. However, this form 
of polygamy differs from that which 
is sanctioned by the Church of Latter 
Day Saints. One should not be 
married to the community, rather an 
excess of women must be loyal to one 
man, mirroring certain marriages 
seen in the Bible. Although the beliefs 
of your community differ from ours, 
Mr. Noyes, I commend the religious 
basis which guides you and your 
people. The only downside is the 
scale of his operation, which is very 
limited compared to the size of my 
Salt Lake City."

Noyes: "Young, I appreciate you 
response. I admire your work as a 
leader. Your efforts in the field of 
polygamy are very inspiring, and I 
think your core belief in the unifying 
element of religion relates to my work 
in Oneida. Unity is important for any 
society, and our respective Christian 
interpretations are what will help us 
achieve greatness."

Smith: "Noyes, although I do not 
entirely agree with the basis of your 
movement, I can look past that with 
the knowledge that they prioritize 
Jesus Christ and the perfectionist 
qualities that God intends for us to 
structure our lives around. The 
Oneida society pays particular 
attention to bureaucratic 
governmental structures which I can 
appreciate in such a small movement."

Noyes: "I commend your work as well, 
Smith. Your radical interpretation of 
Christianity is similar to my own 
radical Christian revelations, and I 
think this progressiveness separates 
us as unique utopians. Perfectionism 
is the foundation of our souls"

What opportunities are provided for 
the followers of each of your 
movements?

Smith: "Followers of the Church of 
Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints 
have the fulfillment of living a sinless 
life, not only in heaven, but on earth 
as well. Our society is structured in a 
communal way that is not overbearing 
such as the commutative structure of 
the Oneida Community. Our followers
are able to practice their religion in 
the reformed Christian Church."

Young: "The foundation of my 
community is built off of Mormonism 
as well. The City of the Salt Lake has 
grown to be one of the most 
prosperous in all of the American 
west.

So far, most of our economic 
throughput and livelihood is derived 
from agriculture, however there are 
also opportunities in manufacturing. 
Our trading networks are vast, our 
industry is booming, and at the center 
of this grand city lies the spirit of 
Mormonism. Just recently, in fact, we 
began construction of a Mormon 
temple, poised in the middle of our 
city. All Mormons are welcome to 
make the trek to our holy land, and 
their journey is aided by small 
settlements run by the Church 
dispersed through the path. 
Thousands have already made the 
journey, and we hope thousands more 
can soon join us. They shall not only 
benefit from our economic 
opportunities, but also from our 
religious freedom."

Noyes: "As I mentioned earlier, I 
believe that each person in our 
community has the opportunity to 
prosper. I would like to especially 
highlight the important role that 
women play in our community, as 
they not only fulfill the traditional 
role, but also go beyond that 
limitation in our workforce. In fact, 
the men and women of our Oneida 
society work side by side with the 
men in order to support our economy. 
In addition to our complex marriage 
system, we all practice vegetarianism 
and abstinence from alcohol and 
tobacco, as it maintains a pure soul. 
Finally, our well organized 
administration system maintains 
order in Oneida, and the critiquing 
system helps all community members 
learn and grow from mistakes. 
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(To Smith) Do you feel that Young has
led the Latter Day Saints the way that
God intended in the wake of your
presence?

Smith: "It is a shame that Young was
forced to abandon my beautiful
Nauvoo, but with the circumstances I
understand that the options were
sparse. I am confident that he will
make decisions that align with the
standards that I set during my
ministry, and will help bring
Mormonism to all people. I recognize
that my death was untimely and left
the Latter Day Saints in a time of
persecution, but I am pleased that
Brigham has elected to continue the
Church that I started. I am hopeful
that the Saints will find new
opportunities as western settlers.
May God watch over them and
provide safety, knowledge, salvation,
and prosperity.

Winnipeg: "Thank you gentlemen for
your time, I wish you all the best in
your future endeavors." 

Smith, Noyes, and Young: "Thank you
Jimmy"

REFORMER INTERVIEW
(CONTINUED)
To close off the interview, Winnipeg moved to
individual inquires for each of the utopians

(To Young) How have you led the 
Church after Joseph’s death?

Young: "As mentioned previously, the 
primary difference in our leadership 
lies in how drastic each of our 
measures acted in the impact in the 
wider community. Although Smith led 
the move from New York to Missouri, 
and later Missouri to Illinois, his 
presence is notably missing from the 
Salt Lake City expedition. This 
transplant is the be all end all for the 
problems the Church is facing, 
namely religious persecution. We are 
completely free from the hindrance
of those who disagree with us in our 
New Zion. Smith, in all his wisdom, 
was never able to act as drastic as in 
my plan to completely relocate the 
base of Mormon society. In regards to 
religious beliefs, Smith and I’s ideas 
coincide greatly. Smith is a man 
whom I deeply respect and value, and 
his leadership served as the base of 
the Church. When I continued his 
work, I merely moved the Church 
along the path it was already destined 
to take: the formation of a new 
Mormon city, a utopia where we may 
practice our religion in peace."

(To Noyes) What is your religious 
tolerance policy?

Noyes: "With my own two eyes, I have 
seen the way this slice of heaven has 
been perceived from the outside. 
They see us (Oneida Community) as 
inferior, and as people to be banished. 
However, like my suspension to 
preach Christianity, I play down this 
adversity, and I look upon it as a 
challenge of proving our worth. Ask 
anyone among these grounds how 
they feel, and they will say that they 
prosper. So our biggest threat is not 
anyone from the outside, but 
uncertainty amongst ourselves. 
Should we let even the tiniest of 
uncertainty creep in, it will wreak 
havoc among us. We must stay united 
in our spiritual and longstanding 
sinlessness, and we will live long. At 
the same time though, power is in the 
people, and we must balance our 
democratic values with a progressive 
mindset to warrant a future of 
brightness, promise, and 
opportunity." 
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Our researchers 
dove deep into the 
intricate lives of 
these 3 influential 
men in American 
history.

REFORMER BIOGRAPHIES
Below is a short summary of the lives of these 3
influential change-makers

Brigham Young was born on June 1 of 
1801, in Southern Vermont, but spent
most of his childhood in New York. 
He was forced to mature quickly due 
to his mothers death and fathers 
frequent absences. Puritan style 
Christianity was influential in his 
youth. He held jobs as a painter, 
glazier, and carpenter. In his 
adulthood, Young embarked on a 
religious journey to discover his faith. 
Eventually, Young was introduced to 
Joseph Smith by his brother in 1831. 
Young quickly converted to 
Mormonism, and began preaching the 
book of Mormon throughout the 
United States and England. When 
Smith died in 1844, Young became 
president of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, or LDS Church

 Due to a lack of religious 
freedoms, Young led a group of 
Mormons to settle what is now 
known as Salt Lake City. Young’s 
intense leadership skills allowed 
Salt Lake City to flourish under 
his guidance. He is famous for his
promotion of polygamy and ban 
of any African Americans from 
priesthood. Young currently acts 
as a political and religious leader 
of the Church and city. Except for 
the Utah war in In 1857 with U.S. 
army, his new colony has 
remained relatively peaceful. He
lives in Salt Lake City with his 56 
wives and over 50 children. Brigham Young, Salt Lake 

City, 1876

Joseph Smith was born in Sharon
Vermont on December 23, 1805. After
moving to Western New York early in
his life, Joseph Smith and his family
encountered issues finding a church
that suited their Christian beliefs. He
wondered why different Christian
denominations have conflicting ideas.
As opposed to aimlessly searching for
a church, Joseph turned to God to
point him in the correct direction. It
is said that while praying in the
forest, he was called upon by God in a
vision. In his vision, an angel
instructed him to recover golden
plates which he would translate into
The Book of Mormon. Joseph
responded by attempting to create a
movement that would suit the needs
of his family, as well as what he was
told in his vision, which would
eventually be known as the
Movement of the Latter Day Saints,
or Mormonism. Smith constructed his
church with the goal of restoring
Christianity to the glorious standards
that it held in ancient times. He
based his movement on the ideas of
restorationism, millennialism, and
perfectionism. In Smith’s attempt to
grow his movement, He established 

Nauvoo, Illinois, in which his
movement gained traction. He
assumed the role of political leader of
Nauvoo, as well as spiritual leader.
Smith was highly criticized for
combining authoritative power in
both religious and political
perspectives. The movement of Latter
Day saints grew both in power and in
numbers, and attracted conflict and
violence. A series of violent events
led to the question of safety and
prosperity for Mormons. Many of the
towns that the Mormons built were
pillaged, and many massacres
occurred. Smith responded to this
threat by taking his political
endeavors to a national scale. He
became a candidate for president,
and campaigned in 1843 and 1844. He
hoped that he could bring safety to
his followers through politics, and
also hoped it would bring more
attention towards his movement.
Smith was arrested and held in Jail
for treason. Soon afterward the
Movement of Latter Day Saints, under
the authority of Brigham Young, was
forced to migrate Westward and
eventually settled in the Salt Lake
Valley in Utah. 
 

Joseph Smith: The one and only 
prophet, preacher, politician, 

and prisoner
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REFORMER BIOGRAPHIES
(CONTINUED)
Below is a short summary of the lives of these 3
influential change-makers
Born on September 3, 1811, John
Humphrey Noyes is a utopian
reformer who is most famous for his
leading role in the founding of the
Oneida Community. Noyes was born
in Vermont, and was captivated by
the profession of law; however, this
all changed when he began to listen
to the work of Charles Grandison
Finney (a revolutionary Christian who
believed in sinlessness, and who also
partook in numerous other
progressive moments). Finney’s work
inspired Noyes to pursue religious
study instead, and he decided to do
so at Yale. In his second year at Yale
though, Noyes made a religious
breakthrough. He became convinced
that the second awakening of Christ
had already occurred on Earth, and
that society therefore was in a
heavenly state. In turn, he realized
that it was possible for Christians to
achieve a sinless state within life on
Earth. Subsequently Noyes’s
permission to preach Christianity
was suspended, as he strayed from
the traditional form; yet this did not
deter Noyes at all, who went on to
deny the traditional ethics system in
favor of his own ethics system. 

In 1838, Noyes married, but he was
never fully satisfied with the traditional
monogamy marriage system. This led
him to conclude that pure Christianity
involved polygamy, and that it was his
religious duty to practice and spread
this belief. 

    Noyes continued debating his
revelation, and in 1838, established his
first utopia: the Putney Community, in
Putney, Virginia. Here is where he
introduced “sinless” ideas like complex
marriage to a community (anyone can
practice sex with anyone, so long as
consent is involved). Facing charges of
rape, Noyes and some of his followers
fled to Oneida, New York, where they
established the current Oneida
Community. In addition to the complex
marriage system, Noyes has introduced
progressive ideas like vegetarianism
and an alcohol ban to the society, and a
critiquing practice for members to
accept and apply feedback. Additionally,
Noyes also has attempted eugenics
experiments in Oneida. Finally, he has
promoted a more equal position for
women in Oneida. All of this relates
back to his adoption of a unique and
pure ethics system. Today, the over
hundred members of the Oneida
Community are flourishing.

John Humphrey Noyes, utopian 
activist most famous for his work 

in creating and heading the 
“sinless” Oneida Community

The Utopian Insight
Est. 1813
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Margaret Fuller was born in 1810 in Cambridge
Massachusetts. Her father, Timothy Fuller, was

a lawyer and a congressman, and he gave
Margaret an education that was usually only
accessible to boys. Throughout her lifetime,

Margaret constantly denied society's
expectations of her, by excelling in her work.

Margaret was named New England's most read
person and she was the first woman allowed to
use Harvard's library. She published the essay,
the Great Lawsuit: Man vs. Men, Woman vs.

Women in the newspaper, The Dial in 1843. In
1845, she published a book that was a

continuation of that essay, called Woman in the
Nineteenth Century. Both works became

famous in America and Europe for their modern
concepts of equality. After her job at The Dial
as editor, she became a writer and reviewer for

the New York Tribune and she was the first
female to work overseas as a foreign

correspondent in Europe. Before she left for
Europe, from 1839 to 1844, she led meetings
with other important women in Boston, these

were called "Conversations". During these
meetings, she encouraged other women to use
their voice and articulate their opinions on a

range of different topics. In Europe, she worked
for the Italian Revolution, and wrote a book on
her travels. However, Fuller died on her way
back to America, and her writings were lost
along with her. Before her death, Margaret
Fuller enkindled a flame in many women in

America, which is why she is considered such a
critical factor to the ever-growing feminist

cause. 

 

How to thwart society's sexist ways and mindsets:
 A step by step process led by Margaret Fuller 

Photograph of Margaret Fuller 

Note from the Author: 
Hi, my name is Margaret Fuller and some of you might know me
as one of the most influential and important feminists and writers
of my time. Please examine and interpret these steps in whichever
ways you find most useful to expanding your knowledge and
joining the women's rights movement. 

Step 1: Always think outside of the box that society uses to
conform you
I was extremely lucky as a young girl to receive the intense and
substantial education that my father gave me. My education was
very similar to the curriculum young boys were receiving.
However, it hurts me deeply to say that most girls did not have the
same opportunities that I had. In order to manipulate young girls'
thoughts and opinions, their education revolved around four very
restrictive and demanding concepts, which were: piety, purity,
submissiveness, and domesticity. I believe my father's influence
and his willingness to teach me concepts of great complexity,
despite my gender, contributed greatly to who I am today. He
allowed my intellect and critical thinking skills to flourish.
Therefore, since I did not have the pressure of society on me
constantly, I developed the view that men and women are equal in
their minds and abilities. I thought outside of the box because I
was given the chance to. I know so many women are not given
that chance, or the same opportunity to develop a voice. My
advice to them is that you are not alone in this movement and
never let society's standards bound you or your opinions. 
Step 2: Fight for what you believe in 
I believe in many things such as romanticism, democracy, and
transcendentalism; however, the one belief that I am constantly
doing my best to prove throughout my lifetime, is the equality of
men and women. Of course I am not naive and I do not deny that
the two genders currently hold very different roles and rankings in
society, but I do question these roles. How unfair it is to restrain
women as society does, to lead them to believe that their only
purpose in life is simply to serve their husbands. It is a notion that
is incredibly over-simplified, yet holds a largely hurtful impact on
so many women. Many women find themselves stuck in difficult
positions without any political representation and without any way
to help or fix their situations. Along with the direct negative
impacts of this belief that women are inferior to men, there are
also many indirect effects, that one could argue are just as
dangerous to womankind. Many, if not most women in America
have been manipulated by men into thinking that if they are not
fitting the confining standards society sets, they are not intelligent,
capable, or worthy people. An unfortunate number of women have
accepted their position and their lack of rights as simply inevitable
and inexorable. I have dedicated my life to proving them wrong
and to affirming the abilities of a woman's mind and intellect. 

 
 
 

One way that I have fought for the ideal of equality between men
and women is through writing. Ever since I was a very young girl,
reading and writing has taken up a substantial part of my life. This
is clearly evident in the simple fact that I as a woman, in America,
in the 19th century, became a journalist. In 1940, I became the
first female editor of the Transcendentalist Newspaper called The
Dial. In 1844 I became the first female book reviewer for the New
York Tribune, and soon after I became the first female foreign
correspondent. My two biggest feminist works are the essay, "The
Great Lawsuit: Man vs. Men, Woman vs. Women", and my book
"Woman in the Nineteenth Century". The main idea that surfaced
throughout my writings was the blurred lines between the traits of
men and women; masculinity, femininity. An example found in
my writing is the idea that the only reason masculinity and men
are cherished in society is because they are the only ones
represented. How can women make their impact, if they are
constantly being taught and treated as though they are less than
men, as though they are inferior? 
 Many, including my dearest friends, criticized my writings in
some way. As you can imagine, my writing was very complex and
it included several intricate words, which many found hard to
follow. My writing was also very direct and blunt about topics
that were still very controversial in American society. These
topics were mostly centered around the state of women and their
need for equality, representation, and freedom from society's
harsh standards. While many consider my writing to be very
flawed, the criticisms mentioned were also the reason for the
popularity and revolutionary essence of my works. 
 While my writing is a great part of me, I consider the
"Conversations" that I led to be the most change-making part of
my movement. I led and directed "Conversations" with fellow
educated women from attended n. I used the "Conversations" not
to teach, but to lead, encourage, and motivate women to think
intellectually. I truly enjoyed leading our groups' discussions on
topics and concepts that were considered to only be suitable for
men. The topics ranged from a Midsummer Night's Dream to
politics, but the goal of sparking original thinking and debate
remained constant. Some of the women at the "Conversations"
such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, even went on to the Seneca Falls
Convention in 1848. 
Step 3: Leave your own legacy
There were many ways in which I tried to stand up for women and
for equality. I do not regret any of my bold criticisms of society or
the country and I will never regret helping the movement. I just
hope it continues. I hope I was able to show other women that we
can make a difference and that they are not alone in their
struggles. Most of all, I hope I proved to other women that we can
be everything they say we cannot. 
 Step 4: Never allow yourself to become unaware 
An activist's fight is never truly over, one accomplishment is not
the end, I predict that people will always have to keep working
towards full equality. One must never give up or ignore the call to
change. While America is certainly more democratic than some
countries, one would be folly to ignore the country's large and
evident flaws pertaining to the equality between its citizens. This
fight is not over until everyone is equal and free, please remember
that. 

 
 
 

A flyer for the "Conversations"

 Page of Fuller's Women in the Nineteenth Century 
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 Mary Ann M’Clintock was born in 
Burlington, New Jersey in 1800. She 
was born to Quaker parents and 
married druggist and fellow Quaker 
Thomas M’Clintock in 1820. The couple 
lived in Philadelphia and had four 
daughters, followed by a son. Mary Ann 
became a social activist, and in 1833, 
became one of the founding members 
of the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery 
Society alongside other notable figures, 
such as fellow activist Lucretia Mott. 
After moving to Waterloo, New York in 
1836, Mary Ann continued her activism 
beside the faction of Quaker 
abolitionists in the area. They attended 
the annual meeting of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society in 1842 in 
Rochester, New York; other notable 
attendees include Jane and Richard 
Hunt and Frederick Douglass. There, 
they became founding members, and 
helped write the constitution of, the 
Western New York Anti-Slavery Society. 
In 1848, Mary Ann joined a group of her 
friends— including Elizabeth Stanton— 
to write the Declaration of Sentiments. 
While there, she also helped plan the 
First Woman's Rights Convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York. The Declaration 
of Sentiments was signed at this 
Convention by 100 men and women.

As a wife and mother to five children, I 
have many responsibilities. I cook, I clean, 
I darn trousers and knit sweaters and look 
over my children. I do these things 
voluntarily, because I love my family more 
than anything. However, even if I wished 
to pursue other paths, I would have no 
choice.

I cannot pursue anything "unladylike"; in 
other words, anything pertaining to life 
outside the home. A woman is caged 
within her own body, bound as much by 
rules and expectations as by corsets and 
skirts. 

As a woman, it is a reality I have always 
had to accept and submit to. However, as a 
mother, it incites a different feeling of 
injustice to see one’s children be corralled 
into the pen of poise and propriety. I have 
four daughters— all bright, beautiful 
spirits with the abilities to contribute to 
society, given the chance. It is only after I 
have had to watch them grow up— to be 
slowly chipped away by society until a 
meek, submissive, perfect woman remains 
— that I see the true harm of our society.

If my efforts can lend even a bit of 
freedom for anyone, I will have succeeded. 
I have done many things in my life in 
pursuit of this goal; I was a founding 
member of the Philadelphia Female Anti- 
Slavery Society and the Western New York 
Anti-Slavery Society, and helped to write 
the constitution of the latter. 

A Brief Lesson on Responsibility
By Mary Ann M'Clintock

Female Focus
Mary Ann M'Clintock
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The first  Women's Rights 
Convention in Seneca Falls, NY

Oct. 1848

More recently, a group of my friends— 
brilliant, brave women and fellow activists— 
met at my home and formulated a plan. We 
set to paper a Declaration of Sentiments, 
outlining the injustices women face and the 
demand that they cease. The document 
doesn’t ask for anything; rather, it commands 
the reader— and the nation at large— to 
acknowledge the efforts and usefulness of 
women. 

Aside from writing the Declaration, my 
friends and I planned the First Womens’ 
Rights Convention, to be held in Seneca 
Falls, New York. It took place over two days; 
the first, only women were in attendance. The 
entire experience was truly uplifting; my 
friends and two of the strongest people I
know, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 
Mott, made incredibly poignant speeches and 
nearly moved me to tears. It filled me with 
such hope, seeing all those in attendance, 
seeing the Declaration that I had helped bring 
to life be signed by one hundred men and 
women.

I think that if I had died that day, I’d have 
died a happy woman— one who could 
confidently say she made a difference, that 
she cleared a path for future generations to be 
free and be themselves. After all, such is my 
responsibility.



 
 My dear Elizabeth,

As per your request in thy most recent note, I am writing to you to evaluate my journey as a women's rights
activist. I wasn’t completely in understanding of what you would be including in your new book, but please do

feel free to quote anything I have written to you. I hope this will help make your research a bit less burdensome,
and I look forward to reading the finished product.

 
I suppose I should begin with the ‘why’. As per Quaker tradition, I grew up being encouraged to speak my mind
openly and take positions publicly, despite other views on the role of my gender. My parents soon sent me to a

school which educated both boys and girls, and I further formed my beliefs and began to speak up. I also met my
dear James, who continued to encourage my strives for abolition and women’s rights. My entire life, I have been

supported through my public, and private life. While this path has been far from easy, and in many instances I
have questioned my actions, those close to me have always reminded me of the importance of my work.

Ultimately, advocating for equality has always defeated all uncertainties for me. 
 

As is most widely known, much of my career has been fairly successful. My most famous accomplishment was
being a key organizer and contributor of the Seneca Falls Convention. This was the very first woman's rights

convention, and where I truly began to mentor you (ECS)! Here, I helped form the Declaration of Sentiments, of
which I was the very first to sign. In this article, we stated that "all men and women are created equal”, and I truly

think this was a formative piece of the movement which shaped and influenced much of the reform that would
follow. 

 
Unfortunately, in response to this ‘ludicrous’ idea of equal treatment, a certain lecturer criticized my efforts and
renounced these ideas. In response, I published and delivered my most renowned work: ‘Discourse on Woman’.
This brief, 20 page writing simply rebutted his argument and proved the unfair treatment of women. Many men
often complained that I was ‘forceful’, or ‘sacrilegious’, but that is simply due to their idea of a “True Woman”,

which is for her to be uneducated and utterly oppressed.
 

This was not the only time I was met with backlash. A few years prior, sometime in 1838, I believe, the
Pennsylvania Hall in which an Anti-Slavery Convention I had taken part of had been held, was burned down by a

mob. In fact, this very same group had threatened to attack my home. 
 

Anyhow, in 1852 I was elected president of the Woman's Rights Convention. As of now, I am working on the
formation of a new group… While the next bit may not be revealed until it comes to fruition, you will likely see

the Equal Rights Association emerge in the near future. 
 

I do hope your family is well, and I hope to visit soon. Best of luck with your book. 
 

Your optimistic friend, 
 Lucretia Mott

 
 
 
 
 

Shown above are the answers to the exclusive puzzle given by the
Women's Rights Convention 
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     Lucretia Coffin Mott played an imperative
role in both the women's rights movement, and
the fight for the abolition of slavery. Born in
1793 to Quaker parents, Mott grew up under
the tradition that women should openly speak
their mind and take political positions
publicly. As a teenager, she attended a co-ed
school where she would meet her husband, as
well as form her beliefs of advocating for the
rights of former slaves  and revising the social
roles of women. She began her activism as an
abolitionist. She traveled the states, speaking
at many different reform organizations. She
soon ventured out of the country as one of the
few women delegates for the World’s Anti-
Slavery Convention. Here, she met Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, who would come to be a good
friend and partner as an activist. At this
convention she was inspired to switch focuses,
and thus became a dedicated suffragette. The
two organized the famous Seneca Falls
Convention, in which the Declaration of
Sentiments was created. Mott herself was the
very first to sign this declaration, which stated
men and women as equals. In appreciation of
her dedication to the cause, she was voted in
as the first president of the Equal Rights
Association in 1866, and during this time she
strived to heal the divide between members
over the ultimate goal of the women’s
movement. Until her death, Mott was an
intelligent and commanding leader who
worked hard to attain equality. 

19TH CENTURY
LUCRETIA C.

MOTT

Mott is escorted out as a mob breached the World Temperance Conference

Mott speaking
about the

Declaration of
Sentiments at

the Seneca Falls
Convention. 

 US Postal Stamp made to commemorate activists
and the work they did at the Seneca Falls

Convention (Stanton, Catt, Mott). 
 



  Dix was born in Hampden, Maine, as the
oldest of three children, but due to their
absent mother and abusive father, the

children were sent to live with their wealthy
grandmother. Dorothea became a teacher,

and her first students were young, neglected
children. Throughout the 1820’s, she wrote

devotional books for children, and she opened
her first school in 1821, teaching out of the

barn of her grandmother’s house in Boston.
During this time, it was reported that

Dorothea was suffering from major depressive
episodes. A result of Dix’s unstable upbringing

were severe and recurring issues with her
mental health throughout adulthood. 

  The hardships that Dorothea Dix endured in
her life pushed her forward in her journey to
become a social reformer. After opening and
then losing another school due to a mental
breakdown, Dorothea was advised to take a
trip to Europe for her well-being. There, she

found people who inspired her and validated
her worldviews. She surrounded herself with

other reformers who believed that the
government should have a part in social
welfare. After returning to the states, Dix

began to work to care for the mentally ill in
Massachusetts. She saw that the treatment

that mental asylum patients were getting was
inhumane and as a result of this, Dix

investigated countless of these institutions
across the country. Dorothea Dix began to

gain a following as she published her findings
in written reports. This eventually led to her

assistance in founding the first public mental
hospital in Pennsylvania. Dealing with her own
mental health issues did not hinder Dorothea

Dix from wanting to be an advocate to the
mentally ill. 
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My experience with the effects of mental illness is very personal, and was something
that I was exposed to at a young age. As a child, I was extremely unsatisfied with the

life I was living. Things at home were never quite stable for me– my parents were
always drinking, my mother was always sick, and my father was a completely

different story. It was a really influential time in my life, though, because looking back,
I believe that the effect that my parents had on me pushed me to be more

sympathetic towards those who needed help in the future. When I was with my
parents, I would only attend school from time to time, which I thought was ironic

when I ended up being a schoolteacher. My school was an all girls school, because
one of my greatest values has always been education, especially after my own

experience with bad attendance.
When I was in Europe, I spent most of my time with social reformers, such as William Rathbone,

Elizabeth Fry, and Samuel Tuke, who influenced my decision to become an activist just as
strongly as my family life. I knew that American society believed that people with mental
illnesses could not be treated, and instead of attempting to help these people, authorities

treated them like dogs. My biggest criticisms of this society was the treatment of those who had
been convicted, as well as those who suffered from mental illness– they were often caged, not
given clothes, and physically restrained in excruciating ways. But just because society thought

that this was right did not mean I was forced to think the same. 
My submission of detailed reports to the Massachusetts government was strange, because even
the thought of me being a woman in politics is offensive to some. Petitioning the Massachusetts

legislature to expand the insane asylum in Worcester, which failed, was another odd idea for a
woman. Not only did I fail to pass my law, but I have often been told that I failed to meet the

“requirements of a lady”, simply because I never married.  I have too much important work to do
that need not be tarnished by the thoughts of a man. I ended up being successful in getting
state governments to fund mental institutions, and I helped to found and expand over 30 of

them. Though I was never a nurse, I am greatly influential to the medical community, as I was
vital in the founding of multiple mental hospitals. My name is known throughout the country

because I was the first woman to speak up about the consistent mistreatment of these people. I
was relentless in my fight to reform the treatment of the mentally ill, and I succeeded in my

battle. My success in social activism and reform was a win, but I knew all along that the
movement I started for mental health equality was not for me; I was simply the voice for people

who were not given the opportunity to speak for themselves. My whole life was dictated by
disadvantages I was put at in response to my parents’ mental issues, and my values of education

and equality pushed me forward in becoming a strong advocate for those who needed me. 

 
Two women, one in pants to contradict societal norms 

Dorothea Dix 

 How Personal Connections and Values Pushed
Me to Become An Advocate For The Mentally Ill 

 



Activists (Pictured left to right) Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton reading document

 I find myself unable to recall a moment where I have felt truly valued, as a woman, in contemporary society. Sometimes I
imagine a place in time in which I can be seen not as my husband's wife, but as my own person, separate from him. I choose to
sign myself Elizabeth Cady Stanton rather than Mrs. Henry Stanton to avoid this, though I know many men will always see me

as the latter. However, my signature is the least of my worries when I inhabit a country that claims it is free when only a
fraction enjoys human rights. 

 
 As someone who was born into the leading family of Johnstown, I understand that I am privileged; however, as a woman I do
inquire about one particular matter. When will I have the right to vote? My greatest criticism of this nation is that we women
are unable to discuss or have a say in important political matters which, as members of the general public, concern us as well.
In addition to not being able to cast our vote, we are unable to attend college, own property, file a divorce, receive the same

employment opportunities, or make our own family life decisions. How should this country survive if only men are entitled to
these? It surely will not. I believe it is of the utmost importance that a woman can claim her sovereign right to her own person,

and not be challenged by a man’s opinion. As daunting as it may seem, we must take action and stand up for ourselves. 
 

Though I had not publicly begun to share my viewpoints until recently, I have always kept the same ideals. Since my
childhood, I have known the legal barriers that divide male and female. My father, Daniel Cady, was one of the most prominent

lawyers of his time, and introduced me to the laws that separated the two of us at a very young age. I distinctly remember
hearing him repeat laws that are unjust to women, and this exposure may have dramatically altered my adolescent years. It

greatly upset me to hear I would never be considered his equal, and for that matter, the equal of any man I would ever
encounter. Over the next few years of my life, this discontent quickly turned into enragement. After my formal education at
Johnstown Academy, I had planned to attend Union College. My rejection, which was purely on the basis of my sex, further

fueled this anger. 
 

In the year 1840, when I attended the World Anti-Slavery Convention, I was appalled to see that women were prevented form
speaking and forced to sit in a sperate section of the audience. The most positive moment from this experience was my

introduction to Lucretia Mott, who inspired the steps I had soon after taken to spread public awareness on a woman’s need for
equal rights. Recently, Lucretia and I led the Seneca Falls Convention, which had an attendance of well over three hundred

women. There, following a speech delivered by Mott, I presented the Declaration of Sentiments, which I wrote. Through this
document, I had hoped to deliver the message that all women and men are equal and should be granted the rights as our male
counterparts. This Declaration was, however, only the beginning of a fight for justice, led by myself and several other strong,

independent women.
 

In these past few years, I have found myself successful in one particular thing: Making the voice of women heard around the
nation. It is time our voices are heard and I am proud to call myself a representative for many who cannot be during this battle
for equality. I hope we will be guaranteed our rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and by continuing this fight, I

can assure you all that hope will become reality.
 

E.C. Stanton
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Skecth of Seneca Falls convention

Born to Daniel Cady and Margaret Livingston
in Johnstown, New York on November 12,

1815 Elizabeth Cady Stanton grew up as one of
eleven children. In her early years, she

attended Johnstown Academy until the age of
fifteen. While growing up and experiencing the

privilege of familial wealth, Stanton still
noticed several inconsistencies between the
ways women and men are treated of every
class. While her education was a positive

experience, moving into adulthood and being
told she was not able to vote her passion for
wanting to even more. Working alongside
many others, Stanton  and women’s rights

activist who sought to make America a place of
equality. Her work in public speaking,

publishings of newspapers and novels, and
promoting of rights for people of different

races and genders led her to become one of the
most influential faces of the women’s suffrage

movement.
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ACTIVISTS

Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Stanton, Mary Ann M’Clintock  Margaret Fuller, Doreotha Dix

Collaboration Amongst Relevant 
Reformers

One of the biggest obstacles in the fight for equality is widespread ignorance. So we—
Mary Ann M’Clintock, Lucretia Mott, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton— have taken it upon

ourselves to answer some of the general population’s queries in regards to equality. 
 

Do feminists believe that men are inferior?
One of the widest misconceptions is that feminists hate men. That is simply false. In fact, we
are each devoted completely to our husbands and children. We only believe that us women

deserve the same rights, opportunities, and treatment as our male counterparts. 
- Lucretia C. Mott

 
What was the purpose of the Seneca Falls Convention?

Many people ask us what the point of the Seneca Falls Convention was. As a, if not the, main
leader of this conference, I can say that its true and simple intent was to discuss the social and
civil rights and roles of women. Here, the Declaration of Sentiments was drafted, which stated
that men and women should be treated equally. As the very first women's suffrage convention,

the event was completely successful and incredibly formative for the entire movement. 
- Lucretia C. Mott

 
What do you hope to achieve by combatting the “natural order” of society?

The “natural order”, as it were, is a misnomer. Any hierarchy within the species of man is
fabricated by men seeking any morsel of influence or power they can grasp. Another example
of this would be slavery— an unfair subjugation of unwilling peoples for no reason besides
genetic happenstance; slavery is, however, much worse in both theory and practice than the

inequality of man and woman. I myself fight against both injustices, and will continue to do so
in order to affirm to the “superior” men that I am a person too, not above or below any other
human being. Men are born into this world with opportunity— the second I was placed in a

skirt, those opportunities were closed off to me. I want to balance the scales; not to bring men
down, but to raise all women to be equal with our husbands and sons and brothers.  

- Mary M’Clintock
 

Can men be feminists?
As we have stated before, our feminist views are not centered around the idea that women

should be above men, but rather that we be able to enjoy the same rights as them. It is therefore
crucial to the development of our society that men stand with us in our fight for equality. So

yes, men can be feminists too. 
 E.C. Stanton

 
Does feminism mean women will stop having and raising kids? 

Feminism does not mean women will forsake their duties as mothers and caregivers. My
husband, Thomas M’Clintock, and I have four daughters and one son. I love my children and

have devoted my life to giving them the best possible future. They are the reason I fight—
having four daughters in a world where I could just as easily see them destitute as I could see
them live a life of luxury is not what I want for them, or for myself. I speak out in the hopes

that doing so will save my daughters from facing the same adversity I did— and still do.
- Mary M’Clintock

 
Being both a mother and activist, I have worked tirelessly night and day to raise my seven

children. As a mother who runs such a large household, and even with my husband absent most
of the year, I can still assure you motherhood is an opportunity every able woman should

experience. Feminism is not meant to interfere with the obligations we have to our husbands or
to ourselves. It instead allows for us to further embrace our families while also inspiring us to
raise our children in a manner that does not predispose them to the unjust ways of our harsh

world.
E.C. Stanton

 

Margaret, 
 

 For many years I have studied your works and I have taken the time to become
invested in your work in women’s rights and equality. I am aware of the
disadvantages that women face in this field as a writer myself ; I condone you for
taking on the task of upholding your voice in the face of men. Being an educated
woman is powerful these days, especially when the men in this world expect us to
fail. It is why I loved teaching young girls, and why you value the highbrow
education you received as a child. I too have dedicated so much of my life to being
the voice of others– as a teacher who gave a voice to her students, and now as an
advocate for the mentally ill. For years, I have carried out research on these
horrendous institutions, and from what I have gathered, patients are being treated
unfairly and are forced to live in inhumane conditions. I believe that we can both
agree that people who cannot speak for themselves should have access to someone
who is willing to listen. I am currently working in order to pass legislation to create a
national asylum, in order to prove that people with mental illnesses can and should be
helped. This is why I have chosen to ask you for advice on how I should go about
spreading awareness on my fight for fair treatment for the mentally ill. Though I am
fond of your strong personality, it is more important to me that I would rather draw
attention to the greater cause at hand than to myself. This case is not for my personal
gain, it is for the benefit of patients who cannot prove to the government that they can
be helped if they are voiceless. Please let me know some good ways to begin to get
the word about this out there. 

 
 Great thanks, 

 
Dorothea Dix 

Dorothea, 
 

 First of all, I want to express my gratitude to you for reaching out. I am always glad
to hear that my literary work on equality and women's rights has influenced someone.
I commend you for your bravery in the face of this difficult task and in the face of I'm
sure great resistance. I am definitely aware of the obstacles women face when trying
to make a difference and I am happy you reached out for help. I believe that we are
stronger when we work together and I wholeheartedly agree with you when it comes
to the importance of speaking up for those whose voices have been silenced. I am
truly saddened and angered to hear of the horrific treatment people are receiving in
places that should serve as a refuge, not as a cruel form of confinement. Your
research, determination, and solutions to fix the mental institutions are inspiring, and
as I mentioned before, I would be honored to help you further this movement. As I
understand from your letter, you want help advertising your movement to the public,
but you do not want to be specifically referenced. I do understand where you are
coming from; however, I think this movement could also be a win for women if you
presented it to the public. As women, we must not shy away from taking credit for
our work, and the progress you have made individually is revolutionary within itself.
I know you feel that you might fail, but if we as women do not start making our
voices heard, how will our position in society ever improve? As women, we have to
create our own united voice and society that welcomes and accepts all of our ideas
and movements, so that we no longer feel so alone. Please consider my suggestions. 

 
Talk Soon, 

 
Margaret Fuller. 

 
 


