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2023 ELITE-ELEVEN 

Benjamin Lause, St. Francis Borgia High School 

Parents: Jared and Anne Lause 

Head Coach: Dale Gildehaus 

STUDENT-ATHLETE AWARDS 

St. Francis Borgia has a long tradition as a fine football program and Benjamin La use will 
be remembered for all he did to build on that tradition of success. At 5' 11 '; Benjamin was 
a two-way player as a linebacker and fullback. Named All-Conference (AAA) his junior 
and senior year, Ben was also All-District and All-State in his senior year. The Washington 
Missourian named him to the All Area Team in his final two years of high school. Ben 
received the 'Defensive Player of the Year' award and the 'Leadership Award' by vote of his 
teammates. 

Ben completed a very challenging course of study during high school. His cumulative 
grade point average is 3.97 and he is ready for the college classroom. He is a board 
member of the National Honor Society and group leader for the Healthy Lifestyles Group. 
Ben volunteers at the Iron Spike, a local train museum, and the Alzheimer's Association. 
Ben ushers at his church and helped organize "Patsy's Prayer Partners:' Ben writes, "Patsy 
was my grandma:' 

Benjamin's math teacher, Michael Pelster, tells us, "Besides being involved in the 
community, Benjamin Lause has been very involved in his school community as well. 
Ben has spent time on the golf team and volleyball team. He has spent multiple days 
volunteering for our school's Healthy Life Styles retreat. This retreat involves about 100 
local eighth graders hearing speeches and conducting games to create healthy habits:· 

Head Coach Dale Gildehaus says he recognized how special Ben's athletic skills are early 
in his career. He writes, "From the first day of camp, I knew Ben was a exceptional athlete. 
Every drill, block or carry, he displayed the effort that made his teammates take notice. 
Ben was the first on and last off the field every day:· Coach Gildehaus says that Ben 
recorded over 100 solo tackles in one season, a feat that has been matched just once in 
twenty-two years at Borgia. 

The Tom Lombardo Chapter of the National Football Foundation is proud to have 
Benjamin Lause as a member of the 2023 honors class. The selection committee was 
particularly impressed with his contributions to the community in Washington, MO and 
at St. Francis Borgia. 

2023 ELITE-ELEVEN 
STUDENT-ATHLETE AWARDS 

Nate Schuckman, Mary Institute St. Louis Country Day School (MJCDS) 

Parents: Matt and Jennifer Schuckman 

Head Coach: Dr. Fred Bouchard 

Nate Schuckman played offensive and defensive line for MICDS at 6' 6" and 255 pounds. 
He was a key force in every game plan, as he helped his team to the state quarter finals, 
state semi-finals and state finals (runner-up) over the past three years. He was selected 
"Lineman of the Year" at MICDS in 2021 and 2022. He was named to All-Conference, 
All-District and All-State teams in each of the last two years and has been an Academic 
All-State winner for three consequent years. Nate competed at the state track meet in 
2022 as a thrower, and we suspect he will be heading back there this spring. The MtCDS 
offense has averaged 45 and 43 points per game over the past two years with Nate as the 
leader of the offensive line. He has received scholarship offers from several D-1 schools 
including the Air Force Academy, Yale, Brown, Butler, Missouri State, Illinois State, and 
Indiana State. 

Nate carries a 4.0 grade point average with him as he leaves MICDS with a wealth of 
advanced placement classes. He was the captain of the football team as a senior and 
captains the track thrower at MICDS. He has tutored middle school students and serves 
as a camp counselor for the youth football program. Prospective students to MICDS 
shadow Nate when they visit the school. 

Head Coach Dr. Fred Bouchard says he cannot say 
enough good things about Nate Schuckman. He 
identifies Nate as the most academically high achieving 
player on the team while achieving at an impressive 
level on the gridiron and in the track and field program. 
Matt Esman, Director of College Counseling at MICDS 
concludes, "In all ways, Nate is poised for success as he 
takes the next step in his educational journey. He is a 
natural leader who brings out the best in others:' 

The Tom Lombardo Chapter of the National Football 
Foundation is very pleased to have Nate Schuckman in 
this class of winners. His academic and athletic success 
standout in a crowd and we wish him great success 
wherever he chooses to attend next fall. 
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